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Fahd insists on lra<|i pullout 

RIYADH (AP) — King Fabd stressed Monday that any peace effort will 
be futae if ft does dot include a restoration of Kuwait’s government and an 
Iraq i wit hdrawal from Kuwait and the border with Saudi Arabia. The 
monardi told the weekly meeting of the cabinet that the tingHnm is 
det ermined to implement U.N. Security Council Resolution 678, which 
authorised the use of force to expel Iraq from Kuwait. He said the terms 
of die resolution will not be met until Iraq withdraws its troops from 
Kuwait and. the border with Saudi Arabia and until die toppled 
government of the emirate is restored. “Any peace attempts that do not 
achieve these dear and declared objectives will be futile," he said, tfing 
Fahd’s statements were distributed by Information Minister Ali A1 Shaer 
a nd ea rned by the official Saudi Press Agency. During the cabinet 
rneetinj^ffielring also briefed the ministers on his talks with U.S. Defence 
Secretary Dick Cheney and British Foreign Secretary Douglas Hurd. 



Claris: U.S. commits war crimes 

NEW YORK (R) — Former U.S. Attorney General Ramsey Clark 
amnwi the United States Monday of committing war crimes in Iraq by 
causing extensive dvilian casualties and damage. “The da m age that we 
saw was staggering in its expanse." he told a news conference on his return 
from a week-long visit to Iraq- Mr. Clark said the bead of the Iraqi Red 
Crescent, Dr. Ibrahim A1 Noon, estimated that between 6,000 and 7,000 
civilians had died so far in the allied bombing. “This is an attack on the 
people of Iraq, (be economy of Iraq." Mr. Clark said. He was giving an 
account of what be said be saw while driving more than 3,200 km through 
the country, including visits to Baghdad and Basra, the two biggest cities. 
‘These are violations of the Hague conventions, they are violations of the 
Geneva conventions, they are violations of Nuremberg, they are war 
mimes," he said. Mr. Clark, who served as attorney general under the late 
President Lyndon Johnson but later strongly opposed the Vietnam war, 
said be went to Iraq because he feared the large number of air sorties being 
carried out roust have resulted in extensive dvOian casualties. 


Volume 16 Number 4624 

AMMAN TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 12, 1991, RAJAB 27, 1411 

Price: Jordan 100 fils; Saadi Arabia 1-50 riyals; UAE 150 dirhams 



:: -Spites, 




2^.-3 •«* 


•2YV- TZ T 

-zrtez 


li:". 


V. 


_ -i 


... fc-r ^ 


•\.-4 


.y 


Iraq says it will never accept ceasefire 


Baghdad calls on all 
Arabs to join battle 


Combined agency dispatches 

IRAQ SAID Monday h would 
never accept a ceasefire in the 
Gntf war and urged" Arabs to 
revolt against their rulers and join 
the battle against U.S.-led allied 
forces. 

“Iraq... will sever cease firing 
before total victory is achieved,’' 
Baghdad Radio said. 

President Saddam Hussein ral- 
lied Iraqis behind the war in a 
hardline speech late Sunday that 
made no mention of Iranian and 
other peace proposals and Soviet 
efforts to promote a political set- 
tlement. 

Ba ghd ad Radio and newspap- 
ers said in their commentaries 
that Kuwait, invaded by Iraqi 
troops on Aug. 2, would remain 
part of Iraq forever. 

Baghdad Radio, In its com- 
mentary addressed to all Arabs 
said: “O Arabs, this is your 
Iraq... a strong and confident 
Iraq.’' 

It urged diem to rise up against 
their leaders, some of whom have 
contributed troops to the U.S.- 
led multinational force trying to 
oust Iraqi forces from Kuwait 

“O Arabs take to the streets of 
revolution... this is your historic 


chance, this is the nation’s histor- 
ic chance to get rid of its treacher- 
ous and cowardly rulers,” the 
radio added. 

Iraq said Sunday its decision to 
fight was irrevocable and Presi- 
dent Saddam urged his people to 
look forward to victory. 

President Saddam also lavished 
praise on his people for their 
courage in withstanding more 
than, three weeks of relentless 
allied bombing that hint pommel- 
led towns and strategic sites 
throughout the country. 

’The resistance of oar heroes 
to the warplanes and rockets of 
aggression and shame is die 
strongest indication to the stead- 
fastness, faith and light in the 
hearts of the Iraqis...,” be said 
(mm page 2)- 

banian President Ali Akbar 
Hashemi Rafsanjani’s peace 
ideas appeared doomed. 

Iraq's Deputy Prime Minister 
Saadonn Hammadi visited 
Tehran on Saturday to convey 
President Saddam’s response to 
Mr. Rafsanjanfs plan. 

Iranian Foreign Minister AH 
Akbar Velayati told CNN on 
Sunday President Saddam’s re- 
sponse was “not on the same 
level as we had expected” but 


declined to give details. He stud 
Tehran would continue its peace 
efforts. 

Baghdad Radio said President 
Saddam sent a letter Sunday to 
Rafsanjani on the 12th 
anniversary of Iran’s Iriamie re- 
volution. 

It quoted him as saying in the. 
letter that he hoped relations 
between Iran and Iraq would 
improve 'in a way to serve our 
two peoples and deepen our Isla- 
mic brotherhood.” 

“We call on God to unite the 
word and will of the Muslims on 
the path of justice and belief in 
the confrontation against the in- 
fidels,” the radio quoted the let- 
ter as saying. 

Iraq’s newspapers said Monday 
the ground battle was near and 
vowed to avenge continued allied 
air strikes on its territory and 
residential areas. 

“The day of the land and sea 
battle has neared and the rubbish 
of the earth (allied forces), their 
forts and fleets will not escape 
punishment,” said A1 
Jumbo tifiya newspaper. 

“The revenge prepared by Iraq 
will make the enemies swim in 

( Continued on page 5) 


Heavy casualties reported 
as allies step up air war 


Combined agency despatches 

ALLIED AIRCRAFT are inten- 
sifying then: bombing campaign 
against Iraqi forces, U.S. spokes- 
man said arid Iraq reported heavy 
civilian casualties in aerial 
assault. 

- Baghdad Radio vowed the 
country would never surrender 
and announced the government 
bad ordered 17-year-old male stu- 
dents to report for military duty. 

“Iraq win not ask for a cease- 
fire after one week or two weeks, 
and it will not cease its fire until 
total victory over the aggreessoxs 
is achieved,” the radio said. 

“With every passing day, we 
become more certain of our vic- 
tory,” the radio said. “The re- 
solve of the aggressors is weaken- 
ing.” 

The radio, citing unidentified 
sources, said Monday that four 
Saudi pilots had defected with 
their warplanes to Jordan. It 
offered no farther details. A 
senior Jordanian military official 
in Amman denied the report. 


Also Monday, a top Soviet 
envoy, Yevgeny Primakov, ar- 
rived in Baghdad to meet with 
Iraqi President Saddam Hussein 
about the latest Kremlin initiative 
to stop the war. 

Religions Affairs Minister 
Abdullah Fadel said there had 
been thousands of civilian casual- 
ties in tire allied bombardment. 
He also said the bombs destroyed 
several mosques and churches 
and 80 homes in the hoiy Shf ite 
cities of Karbala, Samarra and 
Najaf. 

It was the second time a senior 
government official had spoken 
of such high civilian losses. Depu- 
ty Prime Minister Saadoun Ham- 
madi said in Amman there were 
“thousands of civilian casualties” 
in the war. Pevioosly the govern- 
ment had listed civilian casualties 
at about 650 dead and 750 
wounded. Mr. Fadel said because 
new reports were constantly 
arriving he could not be any more 
precise than to say thousands 
have been killed and wounded. 

“Our revenge for such savage 


air raids will be severe,” an Iraqi 
military communique said. ‘The 
Americans and their slaves will 
pay for them in pools of blood.” 

The latest military communi- 
que reported 57 more allied air 
raids late Sunday and early Mon- 
day, and said the targets were 
civilian areas. 

La Baghdad, one of the targets 
was the Martyrs Bridge, partly 
damaged in an earlier raid and 
completely destroyed early Mon- 
day. 

Three of the six bridges over 
the Tigris River in central Bagh- 
dad now have been destroyed. 

Travellers arriving in Baghdad 
from die southern port rity of 
Basra reported that intensive 
allied air strikes continued there. 
They said most of Basra’s gaso- 
line stations had been hit 

CSvfl defence officials in Basra 
Sunday showed r eporters dam- 
aged homes, schools and neigh- 
bourhoods from die bombing 

(Gxdaned on page 5) 


Missile hits ‘central Israel 


Combined agency disp at c h es 

A MISSILE FIRED FROM 
western Iraq Monday struck a 
deserted site in central Israel. 
earning no damage or casualties, 
tile army said. 

Chief army spokesman Nach- 
man Shai said the miss ile carried 
a conventional warhead. 

Another army spokesman, who 
cannot be. identified by name 
under military regulations, said 
there were no reports of casual- 
ties or damage. 

Both refused to say exactly 
where the missile had struck. 

Br igadi er General Shai told 
Israel Radio that “we have lo- 
- cated one launching from western 
Iraq towards Israel." 

He "AW- “As far as I can 
. determine now it was a conven- 
tional warhead- Certainly we’d be 
acting otherwise if we knew dif- 
ferently.” 

It was the 12th attack on the 
Jewish state by Iraq since the 
Gulf war started on Jqn. 17. 
Some 30 Sends were fired in the 
previous attacks. 

Shortly after Israeli Television 
announced the missile ■ strike. 
Palestinian activists in tile Dear 
A1 Balah refugee camp in the 
Gaza Strip ran out -onto the 
s t reets in violation of an army 
curfew and shouted “AH aha 
| Akbar,” Arab reports said. 

Israeli soldiers opened fire to 
1 disperse the de monstr ators, they 
'said, and hospital officials said a 


*24-year-old Palestinian man was' 
admitted with a serious bullet 
wound to the head. 

' The army could not immediate- 
ly confirm the report. 

In brad’s parliament, suppor- 
ters of Prime Minister Yitzhak 
Shamir easily defeated three no 
confidence motions c h a ll e ngin g 
the government’s handling of the 
missil e crisis and the army’s 
three-week blanket curfew in the 
occupied territories. 

The g o ver nm ent got 60 votes in 
the 120-seat parliament. No more 
riian six legislators voted against 
the gov e rnment, and about 30 
abstained. 

In Monday's missile firing, re- 
porters in Tel Aviv said they 
heard what sounded Kke U.S.- 
supplied anti-missile Patriots 
being fired, bat Gen. Shai re- 
fused to say whether the defen- 
sive mwantes were nsed. , 

Israeli Defence Minister 
Moshe Arens was discussin g with 
President -George Bush the cm- 
Him rfaimi g r. brought on his coun- 
try by the missile attacks when air 
odd sirens went off again in 
IsraeL 

“R was really dramatic,** Mr. 
Arens told repo r te r s after his 
talks with Mr. Bosh, Vice- 
President Dan Qo&yle. Secretary 
df State James Baker, Defence 
Secretary Dick Cheney and other 
top U.S. poBcy-makers. 

“ty nTTHg rmr miffing T iwrived 


Missile 
intercepted 
over Riyadh 

TWO PATRIOT missies inter- 
cepted an Iraqi Scud missile 
fired at Riyadh Monday night. 
Debris fen to the ground, but 
no damage or injuries were 
immediately reported. 

The attack came less than a 
day after U.S. pilots claimed 
the destruction of four mobile 
launchers in western and south- 
ern Iraq. 

The incoming projectile 
broke apart as the Patriots inter- 
cepted it, and plummeted to- 
ward the earth with a now- 
fa miliar trail of frames. 

First reports said the debris 
landed more than 32 Irifometres 
outside the Saudi capital. 

The attack came about 2 and 
a half horns after a Scud was 
fired at Israel. The Israeli army 
said tiie missile hit a deserted 
site in “central Israel,” with no 
immMiatf reports of damag e 

or casualties. 

In Riyadh, air-raid sirens 
sounded at lfc30 p.m. (1930 
GMT). Minutes later, two Pat- 
riots flashed from their laun- 
chers &nd punned the incoming 
rmcal e across the night sky. 



Pnoto oy Yousef AJ 'ABan 

.SUPPORT FOR *AL HUSSEIN’: _ University 
rtadenli stage a demonstration Monday in support of Iraq with a 
repfica of the Iraqi ‘A1 Hussein’ mlsrile — a modified version of the 
Send type (are page 3) ^ 

Bush and war chiefs 
study ground options 

Combined agency despatches 


THE TIMETABLE for an allied 
ground assault against Iraqi 
forces provided the focus Mon- 
day for fateful talks between 
President George Bush and two 
top military advisers just back 
from the Golf war front in Saadi 
Arabia. 

“We’re ready to go," a U.S. 
spokesman in the war zone told 
reporters as Defence Secretary 
Dick Cheney and General Colin 
Powell, chairman of the Pentagon 
Joint Chiefs of Staff, prepared to 
report to Mr. Bush on their 
weekend visit to the Golf. 

Mr. Cheney and Gen. Powell 
returned to Washington laze Sun- 
day after two days of talks with 
Gen. Norman Schwarzkopf, com- 
mander of Operation Desert 
Storm, and his staff on damage 
done to- the Iraqis in over three 
weeks of relentless allied air 
attacks. 

White House spokesman Marlin 
Htzwarer mid at his daily news brief- 
ing, however, that Monday’s meeting 
with Mr. Bush was not certain to be 
the one at which the long-anticipated 
decision on a ground war would be 
made. 

‘There's no advance indication... 
tinu there will be any decision taken 
today on when we might or might not 
start a ground offensive," Mr. Fitzwa- 
ter said. 

That has become the key question 
for aD sides in the war pining a 
28- nation Western- Arab coalition 
against Iraq. 

The allies have been pounding Iraq 


and Kuwait from the air since Jan. 17. 

In his comments to reporters who 
travelled with him to Saudi Arabia, 
Mr. Cheney suggested that while a 
ground sssndc againct over nili 3 
million entrenched Iraqi troops in and 
near Kuwait was inevitable, it was not 
necessarily imminent 

“I am struck by the enormous size 
of the Iraqi military,’’ be said at a 
news conference Sunday in the Saudi 
capital of Riyadh — a remark widely 
taketf to mean several more weeks of 
bombing might be desirable to soften 
up Iraqi forces. 

Britain’s foreign secretary said 
Monday the goal of the anti-Iraqi 
coalition is not the removal of Sad- 
dam Hussein but that “it is becoming 
increasingly difficult" to imagine him 
playing a post-war role. 

“Neither Italy nor Britain nor any 
of the allies in the coalition have 
wanted to expand the aims of the war 
to in cl u d e the question of who should 
govern or who should not govern 
Iraq,” Douglas Hard told a news 
conference in Rome. 

“That is a' matter for the Iraqis," he 
said. “But I must say it is increasingly 
difficult to imagine a position in 
which the actual government of Iraq 
can play the kind of parr in die 
post-war settlement which is dearly 
going to be needed." 

Mr. Hurd spoke after talks with 
Italian Foreign Monster Gianni de 
MkbeHs, who also indicated that 
President Saddam's future is “oncer- 
tain." 

The objective of the coalition is 
not to change the Iraqi leadership" 
but to implement U.N. resolutions 
for the liberation of Kuwait, Mr. De 
Michelis said. “But the one who is 

(Continued on page 5) 


King, Arafat and Ortega 
discuss peace prospects 

Statesmen , political and religious 
leaders could meet here this week 


By P.V. Vjvekanand 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Final plans for con- 
vening a meeting of several 
statesmen and international poli- 
tical and religious leaders to 
formulate a strategy to end the 
Gulf war were the key theme for 
a meeting His Majesty King Hus- 
sein held Monday with Palesti- 
nian leader Yasser Arafat and 
former Nicaraguan President 
Daniel Ortega, informed sources 
said. 

Mr. Arafat, chairman of the 
Palestine Liberation Organisa- 
tion (PLO), and Mr. Ortega, who 
now leads the opposition party in 
Managua, flew in earlier from 
Tunis. The King held a round of 
separate talks with Mr. Arafat 
before hosting a working dinner 
daring which prospects for peace 
in the 25-day-old Gulf war were 
explored, sources dose to the 
mp^ring said. 

“The conference, which would 
group less than 10 personalities, 
could be held in Amman as early 
as Thursday,” said an informed 
source. The source, who prefer- 
red anonymity, declined to iden- 
tify the leaders expected to 
attend, bet saidthat “there would 
be statesmen as well as interna- 
tional political and religious lead- 


ers. 

Reporting Monday’s talks, the 
Jordan News Agency, Petra, said 
the King and Mr. Arafat discus- 
sed the latest developments in the 
region and the situation of the 
Palestinian people living in the 
Israeli -occupied territories. 

The broader meeting, which 
included His Royal Highness 
Crown Prince Hassan, Prime 
Minister Mudar Badran, the 
King’s Political Advisor Adnan 
Abu Odeh and Foreign Minister 
Taher A1 Masri in addition to Mr. 
Ortega and senior aides as well as 
senior PLO officials, discussed 
the Gulf war and “means to 
strengthen efforts fra- a ceasefire 
and resolution of the conflict.” 
Petra said. 

Mr. Arafat has been exerting 
efforts to defuse die crisis before 
the war broke out and for a 
ceasefire after the military hostili- 
ties began. But his efforts were 
seen as mostly set back by his 
open support for the Iraqi posi- 
tion. 

Mr. Ortega, who lost presiden- 
tial redaction in February last 
year, has been shuttling around 
Arab, Third World and Euro- 
pean capitals since October in a 
bid to defuse the Gulf crisis 
through an initiative which he 
himself has described as enshrin- 


ing the “Third World spirit.” He 
visited Baghdad at least three 
times for talks with Iraqi Presi- 
dent Saddam Hussein; Ins last 
visit came three days before the 
war started on Jan. 17. 

Details were sketchy of the 
initiative advanced by Mr. Orte- 
ga, but it is believed that it 
involves a call for an immediate 
ceasefire based on undertakings 
from Iraq that it would withdraw 
from Kuwait and from the allied 
forces that they would also leave 
the region. 

“International legitimacy is the 
key word in the plan,” said one of 
the sources. Tt will not only seek 
to resolve tile Gulf problem but 
will also increase the strength of 
the U.N. Security Council away 

from American do minati on.” 

Among the world leaders who 
have been contacted by Mr. Orte- 
ga in his shuttle diplomacy were 
former German Chancellor Willy 
Brandt, French President Fran- 
cois Mitterrand, Italian Prime 
Minister Guilio Andreotti and 
former Indian Prime Minister Ra- 
jiv Gandhi. 

Former Pakistani Prime Minis- 
ter Benazir Bhutto met with Mr. 
Arafat in Tunis Sunday, Palesti- 
nian sources said. 

(Continued on page 5) 


Diplomatic efforts continue 
for truce in Gulf war 


Combined agency dispatches 

DIPLOMATIC EFFORTS for a 
ceasefire in the Gnlf war 
broadened Monday. 

A top Soviet eavoy went to 
Baghdad to meet with President 
Saddam Hussein, and China sent 
a deputy foreign minister to the 
Middle East to discuss ways of 
ending the war. 

Officials from 15 non-aligned 
nations meeting in Belgrade, 
Yugoslavia, were preparing a 
statement on the Gulf to be pre- 
sented at a meeting of their fore- 
ign ministers on Tuesday. 

Iran took the lead in formulating 
peace initiatives to cany into the 
Belgrade conference. President 
Hashemi Rafsanjani said last week be 
had an “idea" to end the war and 
agreed to meet with President Sad- 
dam if necessary to discuss it. 

However, by the end of die week a 
top Saddam aide. Deputy Prime 
Minister Saadoun Hammadi, hnH vi- 
sited Tehran and left officials there 
discouraged about peace prospects. 

Dr. Hammadi tokl journalists Sun- 
day-in Amman that Iraq is ready to 
fighr until “final victory, no matter 
what the sacrifices involved.” 

Mr. Rafsanjani told Italian Premier 
Ginlio Andreotti that Iraq’s response 
to Iran's peace efforts was disappoint- 
ing, but teat his country would keep 
pursuing them. 

On Monday, Alexander Dza- 
sokhov, chairman of tee Supreme 
Soviet legislature’s international 


affairs committee, said envoy 
Yevgeny Primakov, who left for 
Baghdad Monday, has a “high status" 
as a presidential envoy. 

Mr. Dzasokhov said tee Soviet 
Union wanted to explore with Presi- 
dent Saddam various issues, “includ- 
ing guarantees teat Iraq will not be 
punished if its troops withdraw from 
Kuwait," Mr. Dzasokhov said. 

He did not elaborate on the 
guarantees. 

Iran’s Islamic Republic News 
Agency said Mr. Primakov stopped in 
Tehran on his way to Baghdad to 
discuss the latest developments. 

“We want our diplomatic efforts to 
be in line and in coordination with the 
Iranian efforts," IRNA quoted Mr. 
Primakov as saying. 

In Belgrade, 15 non-aligned coun- 
tries pledged to pursue peace even if 
tee chances of success appeared slim. 

“Even if there is a small glimmer of 
hope teat must be explored," Indian 
Foreign Minister Vidya Charan Shnk- 
!a told reporters. 

Government officials of 15 coun- 
tries including Yugoslavia, curr ent 
chairman of the 102-member Non- 
Aligned Movement (NAM), Iran, 
Egypt, India and Algeria, worked on 
a document to be discussed by their 
foreign ministers Tuesday. 

China’s Vice Foreign Minister 
Yang Fnchang meanwhile set off on a 
tour of Syria, Turkey and Iran. 

The Chinese Foreign Ministry said 
Mr. Yang also will visit Yugoslavia, 
but did not say whether be would 
attend the non-aligned meeting. 

The ministry said Foreign Minister 
Qian Qtehen sent a telegram to the 
delegates wishing teem success. 


The United Nations Security Cotm- 
d] is due to meet on Wednesday to 
discuss the war for the first time since 
it started. 

Behind tee peace efforts lie fears 
teat tee allies’ massive bombing of 
Iraq is going too far, destroying its 
nrihtaiy and dvii infrastructure and 
failing civilians. 

President Rafsanjani, in comments 
marking the 12th anniversary of 
Iran's revolution, said allied attacks 
amounted to “the destruction of tee 
economic potentials of Iraq and 
Kuwait, as well as the genocide of the 
innocent people in both tee coun- 
tries." 

The president told crowds marlring 
tee anniversary that both sides were 
fighting for an unjust cause. 

He said Iran’s neutral stance was 
just “when a large number of world 
states have aligned themselves with 
.the U.S. aggressor and a few others 
have approved tee illegal takeover of 
independent Kuwait due to their sub- 
servience to another despotic pow- 
er.” 

An estimated half a milli on people 
braved sub-zero temperatures and 
roarded approval of Mr. Rafsanjani's 
remarks during a rally in Tehran’s 
Azadi Square. 

Mr. Rafsanj ani turned the occasion 
into a display of support for his 
government's policy on tee war. 
“Rafsanjani’s government embodies 
the hope of our nation,” marchers 
chan ted. 

They called for Iraq's uncondition- 
al withdrawal from Kuwait and the 
departure of foreign troops from tee 
region. 


Iraq still has its best pilots 


Combined agency dispatches 

THE BEST PILOTS in the Iraqi 
air force seem to have stayed in 
Iraq while inferior ones flew 
some of tire country’s best com- 
bat planes oat to neighboaring 
Iran, U.S. military sources said 
Monday. 

This assessment was based on 
fiie high number of Iraqi planes 
that crashed on their way over 
and on the way they reacted when 
U.S. planes attacked them. 

“There were a couple of inci- 
dences where we’ve shot til esc 
gays down; where they were 
going low and fast and they de- 
finitely had to know they’d been 
locked on and they didn’t go into 
proper evasive tactics... very in- 
experienced pilots,” one source 

said. “Locked on” means picked 
up by hostile radar. 

The sources also discounted 
the threat of suicide attacks by 


Iraqi pilots. 

They also said some 
remaining in Iraq are bang hid- 
den in civilian areas, along roads 
and under natural cover, while 
others apparently are still being 
kept in the hardened concrete 
shelters that dot Iraq’s many air- 
fields. 

“They’re playing a shell game, 
putting some of them in shelters 
that have already been dam- 
aged,” said one official. 

No Iraqi planes are known to 
have fled into neighbouring Iran 
in the last few days, foe officials 
said. They put the number of 
Iraqi planes in Iran at 147, includ- 
ing 121 combat aircraft and 26 
transports. 

That represents about one-fith 
of the estimated 700 a ir c ra ft that 
Baghdad wag beEeved to have at 
foe war’s outset. 

When combined with 34 planes 
downed in aerial combat and 


another 99 confirmed destroyed 
on the ground, the total number 
of planes — 320 — would mean 
more than half of Iraq’s air force 
is out of commission. 

The planes now in Iran are 
bong dispersed around the coun- 
try, and there is no evidence they 
are accompanied by maintenance 
crews, equipment or spare parts 
to keep them in flying condition, 
said one official. 

Iran has said it is neutral in the 
Gulf war, and that the planes wfl] 

be impounded until the war’s 
end. 

The “several hundred” planes 
remaining in Iraq also include 
some of the best, such as French- 
made F-l Mirages, “but a lot of 
junk, too." said one official. 

Of Iraq's hundreds of hardened 

aircraft shelters, at least 70 have 

bees damaged or destroyed by 

specially hardened 2,000-pound 
bombs dropped by the allies- 









CONGRA TULA TIONS 

ARAB BANK 

WITH ALL ITS BRANCHES 

Presents sincere congratulations and best 
wishes to' His Majesty King Hussein on 
the occasion of the Prophetic Ascension. 

May God grant Your- Majesty and the 
Arab and Islamic nations further prosper- 
ity and success in the years to come. 
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Many stranded 
at Trebeil post 
without permits 


By F.V. Vrvekauand 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Around 2,500 ex- 
patriate workers, most of them 
Egyptian, are stranded on the' 
Iraqi side of the border with 
Jordan, some of them for as 
long as 15 days, in the absence 
of special permits issued to 
them by tbe Ministry of Interior 
in Baghdad, relief officials and 
travellers said Monday. 

“No-one knows how the 
problem could be resolved 
since the Iraqi officials at tbe 
border are insisting that every- 
one leaving the country should 
have a special permit regardless 
whether their passport bears a 
regular exit visa,* 1 said a Jorda- 
nian driver. 

The International Committee 
of tbe Red Cross (ICRC) said it 
was aware of the situation and 
is providing food and water to 
the stranded people. 

“We have provided them 
with blankets and are sending 
them food and water on a daily 
basis in coordination with the 
Jordanian Red Crescent Socie- 
ty,” said Philip LbsOene, field 
coordinator of the ICRC in 

Amman 

According to Mr. Lizzilene, 
some of tbe expatriates, at the 
Trebeil border post about 75 
kilometres across the no-mans- 
lan d from the Jordanian fron- 
tier at A1 Ruweisbed, have 
been stranded since Jan. 27. 

Jordanian drivers and 
travellers from Iraq arriving 
here said there was little possi- 
bility of those stranded going 
back to Baghdad to obtain a 
special permit. 

“They do not have enough 
money to afford the expensive 
trip to Baghdad in view of the 
high cost of fuel in Iraq,'' said 
one of the drivers. “Even If 
some of them managed to raise 
the money, then very few 
would like to run the gauntlet 
between Trebeil and . Bagh- 
dad," he added. 

He was referring to the con- 
stant attacks by allied-’ war- 
planes on tbe main highway 
between the border and tbe 
Iraqi capital. Many oil tankers 
and trucks as well as other 
vehicles carrying people fleeing 
the Gulf war zone have been 
attacked, and at least 14 truck 
drivers have been killed and 
dozens injured. 

In many cases, diplomatic 
missions in Baghdad sent offi- 
cials to the border to collect the 
passports of their nationals and 
return them after securing the 
special permit from the Iraqi 


capital. But the risk that the 
officials ran on the highway 
appears to have discouraged the 
practice, travellers said. 

Tbe Egyptian embassy in 

Baghdad has been dosed down. 
No official at tbe Egyptian 
embassy in Amman was avail- 
able for comment Monday. 

The flow of people across tbe 
border remained at a trickle 
Monday, and relief officials ex- 
pected the situation to remain 
so at least until a ground offen- 
sive starts when many who 
braved tbe air assaults might 
choose to leave. 

About 1,450 evacuees re- 
mained in various transit camps 
in Jordan Monday and 253 of 
them — mostly Vietnamese and 
a few Sri T-anWwg and Filipinos 
— were scheduled to fly out 
later in the day. The rest in- 
cluded 181 Indians, 118 
Sudanese, 65 Egyptians. 10 
Pakistanis and a few Viet- 
namese and Sli T -anlcarw; as well 
as other nationalities. 

About 540 are expected to 
remain in Jordan for some time 
since they are seeking help 
from the United Nations High 
Commissioner for Refugees 
(UNHCR) to secure political 
asylum in third countries. 

“Not all of them do qualify 
for refugee status,** said Janvier 
de Riedmatten of die UNHCR. 
“They have sought our help, 
but that does not automatically 
make them refugees since we 
have to review each case on an 
individual basis,” be explained. 

Among those seeking 
UNHCR help are 393 Somalis. 
40 Ir anians and some Sudanese 
and Ethiopians, Mr. De Ried- 
matten said. Abont half of 
them are in transit camps while 
others remain in hotels and 
private apartments in Amman. 

According to figures released 
by the International Organisa- 
tion for Migration (IOM). 
.14,290 evacuees (including 
Monday’s departures) have 
been flown home aboard IOM- 
chartered' flights through 'Jor- 
dan since Jan. 18 — two days 
after the Gulf war began. Ear- 
lier, about 150,000 have been 
repatriated. 

IOM chief of Mission Philip 
Schatzer said around 2,500 eva- 
cuees remained in three coun- 
tries neighbouring Iraq — Iran, 
Syria and Turkey as well as 
Jordan — awaiting flights 
home. Tbe total number of 
evacuees to these countries, ex- 
cluding Jordan, remained at 
less than 4,000 — since tbe war 
began. 



Iraqi capital back in time 


By DOip Ganguly 

Tbe Associated Press 

BAGHDAD — Relentless 
bombing raids have pushed the 
city of 1001 nights back into 
the past. Horse-drawn carts 
replace cars, water is drawn 
from the Tigris River. Twigs 
are gathered from tbe streets 
for fuel. 

The once-bustling capital, 
with a peacetime population 
close to four million, is without 
electricity. Its discos and night- 
clubs are shut down, and peo- 
ple head home before dusk, 
going to bed early because 
candles are costly. 

After more than three weeks 
of allied air raids, residents 
suffer from shortages of food, 
drinking water, medicine 'Snd 
fuel. But they are learning to 
cope with the deprivations and 
the almost nightly raids. Some 
play dominos to pass the time, 
others are learning chess. 

More and more Iraqis admit 
in public that they are in favour 
of ending the war, but they say 
a ceasefire should not be at tbe 
cost of Iraq's honour and 
pride. Many fear that a U.S.- 
imposed settlement will make 
them vulnerable to Western 
domination. 

“We may die, but we will die 


with honour,** said Sarmad 
Mohammad, a 26-year-old 
officer with the state security 
department who had come to 
market with his wife Sunday to 
buy food. 

“We are suffering a lot,*’ he 
said. ‘Our kids do not have 
milk. Our parents do not have 
medicine. We have problems 
getting anything from tooth- 
paste to eggs. Our lifestyle is 
changing.” 

Near the market, outside the 
1 ,200-year-old A1 Khadamia 
Mosque where Saddam Hus- 
sein often went before the war, 
a woman shouted at the top of 
her voice: “We can fight for 10 
years. Tell -America we do not 
want war. Stop tins blood- 
shed." 

About a, dozen, women and 
men nodded in approval" at the 
tirade from Kesma Hamid, a 
31-year-old mother of two. 

“We really want to stop the 
war, but not under America's 
order," said Mrs. Hamid, 
wbose husband is in the army 
in Kuwait, ready to fight the 
U.S.-led multinational force. 

“We love our leader. He’s 
our’ heart," she said of Presi- 
dent Saddam. 

Although many Iraqis seem 
confident that their country 
will somehow escape destruc- 


tion, some threaten revenge on 
U.S President George Bush for 
the current misery. 

“Someone someday will ldD 
Bush, just wait,** said Moham- 
mad Jassim, an 18-year-old 
student who took a day off 
from compulsory military ser- 
vice to shop at the market for 
some candles for his parents. 

Elsewhere, children could 
be seen waving toy rifles in 
mock attacks on “Satan Amer- 
ica.*’ 

To cope with the air raids' 
effects, improvisation is 
needed. 

At the A1 Rashid hotel, nor- 
mally a luxury establishment, 
the housekeeping staff comes 
to the rooms holding lanterns 
to provide light. Guests are 
told how to use a' bucket for 
flushing toilets. There is no 
running water or room service. 

At the restaurant, open only 
for limited hours, guests are 
requested to take small help- 
ings of sugar with their tea or 
coffee. 

Breakfast consists of two 
pieces of bread, a small portion 
of meat curry and piece of 
lemon to help wash it down. 

No longer are Iraqis inclined 
to waste food. Even a half- 
eaten piece of bread is saved to 
supplement the next meal. 


Soviet emigres replacing Palestinian labourers 


By Segie Shargorodsky 

The Associated Press 

OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
— When Nasser Haroun man- 
aged to sneak out of his house, 
evade the Israeli curfew and 
report to the home for the aged 
where he worked as a janitor, 
he found his job been taken by 
a Soviet immigrant. 

“They told me to go home, 
and when they need me they 
will contact me,” he said. “I 
knew that was the nice way of 
telling me goodbye.” 

Haroun's story is not uni- 
que. When the Gulf war be- 
gan. tbe 1.7 million Palesti- 
nians in the occupied West 
Bank and Gaza Strip were put 
underr curfew. As the curfew 
persists, a growing number of 
Palestinians employed in Israel 
find themselves replaced by 
Soviet Jews newly arrived and 
without jobs. 

More than 200,000 Soviet 
Jews have come to Israel since 
mid- 1989. Now. with about 
110,000 Palestinians kept away 
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from their jobs, the Soviets are 
the obvious choice as cheap 
labour. 

“The Israeli employers are 
looking for any alternative” to 
the Palestinians, said Gbassau 
Khatib, an economist from Bir 
Zeit University in the West Bank. 
“The* most available alternatives 
are Soviet immigrants." 

Although tbe curfew has 
been eased and the army says it 
would allow some Palestinians 
to return to tbeir jobs, not all 
will be allowed to resume work 
even if tbeir jobs still exist. . 

The curfew intensified a 
trend of deteriorating relations 
between Jews and Arabs that 
bas developed during tbe 
three-year-old Palestinian re- 
volt against occupation. 

About 17,000 Palestinians 
have lost their jobs in Israel 
since the wave of Soviet im- 
migration began, said Shaher 
Saed. bead of the West Bank's 
General Federation of Labour 
Unions. 

He said layoffs increased in 
the last three months of 1990, 


when Israel was shaken by 
several stabbings in revenge 
for the police killings of over 
20-Palestinians in Jerusalem in 
October. 

As Jewish casualties 
mounted, people screamed for 
security. Anti- Arab activists 
partolled one Jerusalem area, 
demanding that Arab labour- 
ers be fired and setting fire to 
shops that refused to comply. 

Authorities issued about 
10,000 “green cards” that bar 
Palestinians from Israel as 
security risks, and stepped up 
efforts to ban Palestinians 
without work permits — about 
60 per cent of those who work 
in Israel. 

The world Zionist Organisa- 
tion fired a dozen Palestinian 
cleaning workers. A Jerusalem 
supermarket fired 10 Palesti- 
nians. 

Omar A1 Masri, a 25-yeSr- 
old labourer from Nablus, his 
brother Othman and six other 
Arabs were dismissed by a 
moving company in Tel Aviv 
soon after the October vio- 


lence. Their boss hired 10 
Soviet immigrants. 

“I feel anger and pain,” Mr. 
Masri said. “It's hard to see a 
Russian taking the job I work- 
ed for more than seven years. 
How do you think you feel if 
you have a loaf of bread and 
somebody comes and snatches 
it from you. when you know 
that loaf of bread is all you 
have for your family?" 

In Jerusalem. Michael Alter- 
man, an immigrant from Tad- 
zhikistan. was one of several 
Soviet hired by a metalwork 
factory. The managers then 
dismissed Arab workers. 

They fired Mahmoud, who 
taught us everything,” Mr. 
Alterman said. “It does give a 
bad feeling, but I have to eat.” 

The immigrants have other 
worries: How to manage on an 
ever-diminishing government 
stipend, rent an apartment at 
inflated prices and find a job in 
a country with a 10 per cent 
unemployment rate. 

Many are happy to take any 
job — replacing the Palestinian 


as “the country's new slaves,” 
to use a phrase from the daily 
Maariv. 

Among Israelis, there is lit- 
tle sympathy for the Palesti- 
nians. who have supported Ira- 
qi leader Saddam Hussein and 
applauded when Iraqi missiles 
fell on Tel Aviv and Haifa. 

No figures on Pales tinians 
laid off since the Gulf war 
began are available for the 
employment service, but those 
on the hiring of Israelis, many 
of them Soviet immigrants, are 
revealing. 

About 2300 Israelis were 
hired for the citrus harvest, 
which usually is handled by 
Arabs. The finance ministry 
agreed to pay 15 shekels 
(77.50) a day more to Israelis 
willing to pick fruit. 

Advertisements placed by 
the Histadrut trade union fed- 
eration in Russian-language 
newspapers urged immigrants 
to help their new homeland by 
working in “agriculture, 
flower-growing, harvesting, 
construction” and otherlfields. 


Algerian fundamentalists 
say U.S. can only lose Gulf war 

* nf tradition a 


ALGIERS (R) — The leader of 
Algeria’s Muslim fundamentalists 
says the United States will lose 
the Gulf war even if it barns all of 
Iraq because of lost credibility in 
the Muslim World. 

Abbasi Madam, spokesman of 
the Islamic Salvation Front (FIS), 
told Reuters in an interview the 
war had created an explosive 
confrontation between the West 
and tbe Arab and Islamic World. 

“Fire can ignite even in the 
bands of be who lights it," be 
said on Sunday night, referring to 
the United States, which leads a 
28-nation alliance fighting to 
drive Iraq- from Kuwait. 

“Psychologically, historically, 
culturally, America will be defe- 
ated even if it bums all of Iraq. 
America has lost its credibility 
and interests in the Islamic 
World, and even in Europe." 

Mr. Madani leads the Arab 
World's largest Muslim fun- 
damentalist party which has 
swung behind Iraq after criticis- 
ing its secular regime and inva- 
sion of Kuwait early in tbe Gulf 


The FIS is the main challenger 
to the ruling National Liberation 
Front in general elections later 
this year and it bas vowed to set 
up an Islamic state in Algeria in 
1991. 

Mr. Madani returned home 
.Saturday from a‘ visit to Tehran 
where he apparently won permis- 
sion to transship food and medi- 
cine to Iraq and Kuwait. 

Pro-Iraqi fervour has swept the 

Maghreb states and other Muslim 
nations since the outbreak of war, 
opening a breach between ruiere 
and their peoples and in fl a mi ng 
anti-Western sentiment. Mr. 
Madani warned that Western 
lives could be in danger. 

“We are on the top of a volca- 
no. We have said here that fore- 
igners are our guests, and they 
have tbe right to our Protection. 
But when the volcano explodes, 
who can control it?" 

“The ga p they have drilled 
between the American and West- 
ern people and tbe Islamic peo- 
ples is very dangerous.” 


The future of traditionally - 
dose ties between European. ^ 
states and die Muslim Maghreb 
across the Mediterranean de- 
pended on their ability to resist ^ 
what Mr. Madani called Amer- 
ica’s will to rule the world. 

But he declined to endorse an ■ 
Iraqi caD on Muslim governments 
to cut diplomatic ties with mem- . 
beis of the anti-Iraq, affiance, - 
saying only governments, coukl. ■ 

consider such a move. i 

The FIS planned to launch a • . 
campaign to collect food 1 and : - 
medicine for the people of Iraq v 
and Kuwait. 

“The means (of delivery) are -' 
up to tbe Iranian authorities. We -•? 
will not interfere in their internal 
affairs. What’ we went (to ? 
Tehran) for is to allow us to : - 
present necessary aid to the ; 
Kuwait and Iraqi people," Mr. ^ 
Madani said. 

Iran, neutral in the conflict, has 
already been feuding food and ■" 
medicine to Iraq on humanitarian 
grounds. ■*- 


Excerpts from Saddam’s address 


NICOSIA (AP) — Here are 
excerpts from Iraqi President 
Saddam Hussein's Sunday 
night radio address to his coun- 
try. as carried by the Iraqi 
News Agency (INA) and trans- 
lated from Arabic by the 
Associated Press in Nicosia: 
“We are in the seventh 
month since the infidels im- 
posed the unjust siege against 
the Iraqi people, ignoring the 
things that the laws exempt 
from the embargo. By this they 
violated even the thin veil with 
which they tried to cheat those 
who wanted to be cheated, the 
embargo extended even to 
children’s milk ..." 

“And when the heathens 
discovered that the siege would 
not force the faithful to give up 
their faith, they thought 
weapons would force them to 
give up ... but shame was the 
fate of their crime and armed 
aggression ...” 

“Iraqis, your enemy be- 
lieved it was capable of achiev- 
ing its goals and reversing the 
course of history (through the 
siege) and when he failed, he 

Deadly 
poker in the 


desert 


SAUDI ARABIA (R) — U.S. 
and Iraqi forces are engaged in a 
deadly poker game in foe desert - 
where Saudi Arabia meets 
Kuwait. 

Twice in recent days they 
fought artillery duels that U.S. 
officials said were part of a con- 
tinuing Iraqi bid to learn details 
of tbe allied hand as both sides 
build up to an expected land war. 

Unlike the allies, the Iraqis 
have no eyes in tbe skies above 
the Gulf. Their air force is 
grounded and they have no 
known access to satellite informa- 
tion. 

But Iraq knows the U.S.-led 
coalition is preparing for an 
offensive and it needs to know 
the strengths and weaknesses of 
the enemy. 

The brief artillery duels are not 
believed to have caused casualties 
or much damage on either side. 

In one. U.S. forces fired at an 
Iraqi patrol which crept into 
Saudi Arabia at night. In the 
other, Iraq began shelling and the 
Americans responded with 150- 
nun howitzers. 

“They're fishing,” said U.S. 
army spokesman Major Baxter 
Ennis. “It appeared to be a few 
rounds lobbed out and the Iraqis 
seeking a response.” 

But the Americans say they are 
not being drawn. 

“It’s not prudent to show your 
hand too early,” Mr. Ennis said. 

The U.S. officials say Iraqi 
ground forces have also been 
careful not to show the size of 
their firepower. They have li- 
mited tbeir artillery barrages. 
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resorted to direct armed 
aggression. Here we are in the 
fourth week of this aggression 
with the Iraqis becoming more 
firm in their faith, and shine 
out more in front of the 
world.” , 

“The resistance of our 
heroes' to the warplanes and 
rockets of aggression and 
shame is the strongest indica- 
tion to the steadfastness, faith 
and light in the hearts of the 
Iraqis and their great readiness 
not to give up the role willed to 
them by God, the will to which 
they responded, faithfully .and 
obediently.” 

“All the good people will be 
victorious as Iraq, and victory 
will restore to the Iraqis all the 
requirements for a free and 
honourable lilting that they will 
merit as a reward for their 
patience and steadfastness.” 

“Tbe Iraqi edifice, (collos- 
sus) shall liberate the sacred 
places of the Muslims and the 
Arabs 

“Those who look .for 
triumph should search for it 


outside the great chapter of 
time that has elapsed because 
it exists in each hour of the. 
confrontation, in each day and ] 
week since the first hour- of the t 
siege ... since the first day of :, 
the armed confrontation until 
the last day and hour. God- 
willing.” . 

Those who question when;- 
and how aggression was defe- ‘ 
ated should see it in the first- 
moment that the president .of,' 
the so-called greatest country J 
was froced — as he said — to. 
.take the decision of war after' - 
the derision of the eml^^ 
instead of dialogue, and 
against us those whomlraSfci 
bring together when Americ^-: 
power look so small to him. os 7 ’ 
thus God willed it.” 

“With this he (Bush) lost his. . 
prestige and made America' 
lose its prestige as the biggest, 
or greatest nation, as he calls 
it.” 

“Bush lost his prestige when 
he lost conviction and lost the 
ability to convince through dia- 
logue m -oeder • tp.. avoid the 
course of. using arms.” 


India continues peace efforts 


NEW DELHI — India said Mon- 
day it would renew its eff or ts to 
end die Gulf war despite tbe 
apparent failure of peace move 
by Iran and non-aligned coun- 
tries. 

“We are' unfazed by Iraq’s 
reaction to peace initiatives. We 
will continue our efforts with 
vigour,” a Foreign Ministry 
spokesman tokl reporters. 

Indian Foreign Minister Vidya 
Charan Shukla left Monday for 
Belgrade for a meeting of foreign 
ministers of non-aligned coun- 
tries Tuesday. 

The United News of India 
(UNI) news agency reported that 
India and Iran were expected to 
present a joint plan at tbe meet- 
ing to end the war. 

Quoting diplomatic sources in 
Deflri, UNI said tbe plan called 
for: 

— An Iraqi declaration of 
intent to quit Kuwait; 

— A simultaneous end to 
hostilities; 

— Installation iff a United 
Nations mo ni to rin g system to su- 
pervise troop withdrawals. 

UNI said Yugoslavia, current 
chairman of tbe Non- Aligned 
Movement, was Ekely to join 
India and Iran in sponsoring the 
plan at the meeting. 


Formal 


The official spokesman also 
issued a sta te me n t on the conduct 
of military operations in tbe Golf. 

It said: “The government of 
India has noted with deep con- 
cern that the destruction un- 
leashed by tike hostilities in the 
O ff ha s not been confined to 
nrilitaiy targets. Many innocent 
lives have been lost. Qvifian 


properties, inducting thousands 
of dwelling houses, have been 
destroyed, civilian traffic on the 
road from Baghdad to Amman 
has been hit, causing death and 
injuries to many civilians. 

Millions erf civilians have been 
caught up in tbe violence, parti- 
cularly in Kuwait, without shelter 
or protection against bombing. 
Their plight is compounded by 
the health hazard faced by them, 
owing to the absence of electricity 
and increasing shortages of dean 
water. 

We would urge that interna- 
tionally accepted methods of war- 
fare be scrupulously adhered to 
and every possible percaution 
taken to protect the civilian 
population against the devasta- 
tions and risks of the military 
operations. 

• U.N. Security Council Re- 
solution 678 authorises member- 
states cooperating yrith the gov- 
ernment of Kuwait, to use all 
necessary means to uphold and' 
implement the resolution. Even 
those who are participating in the 
Gulf war in pursuance of tins 
Resolution, have recognised that 
the objective is to liberate Kuwait 
and not to subdue Iraq or to 
dismantle its technological and 
physical infrastructure or to crip- 
ple its social and economic life. 

The U.N. Security Council 

must, at afl times, ensure that the 

conduct of mflitaxy operations is 
in strict conformity with the 1 
o bjectiv e of the Urritd Nations 
Security Council Resolution 678. 

Ads purpose, it should meet 
mgently to review the pr esen t ' 
situation and thereafter, from : 
time to time, t gp the matter 
nadar constant rcView.” 
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Jordan commemorates AI Israa Wal Miraj 

Muslim leaders denounce 
genocide of Iraqis 


By faun Qadantani 

Special to the Jordan Times 


AMMAN — Speakers at a reli- 
gious ceremony held in Amman 
Monday mi the eve of the AJ 
Israa Wal Miraj anniversary 
attacked the United States and its 
allies for waging a war of geno- 
cide against Iraq and lashed oat 
at Israel for its continued repres- 
sion and inhuman treatment of 
the Palestinians under occupa- 
tion. 

His Majesty King Hussein 
attended the ceremony, held at 
King Abdallah Ibn AJ Hussein 
mosque at Abdati, listened to 
Minister of Awqaf and Islamic 
Affair s Zeid Al Kflani o utlining 
the sublime meanings of the reli- 
gions occasion and the 
anni versary which, he said, com- 
es while a battle in which Arabs . 
and Muslims are being killed and 
wounded is being waged. 


The foreign powers launching 
aggression on Iraq represent the 
world imperialist forces which 
came not to liberate Kuwait but 
.rather to annihilate the Arab 
Islamic forces, the minister said 
in his address at the ceremony 
which was attended by a vast 
congregation of worshippers. 

The Islamic nation is living 
through crucial times during 
which the holy Islamic places in 
Jerusalem and Aqsa Mosque re- 
main under siege and in the grip 
of Zionist forces. Indeed the 
Arab and Islamic nations are 
living through a crucial test facing 
an onslaught in the occupied 
Arab territories in Palestine and 
in the Gulf; and should r emain 
united and steadfast in the face of 
the challenge, Kilani said. 

Member of die Upper House 

of Parliament Ishaq Al Farhan 


also addressed the worshippers 
and called on the leaders of the 
Islamic nation to join against the 
on believers and abort the aggres- 
sion on their nation. Farhan 
attacked the behaviour of leaders 
of Arab countries who he said 
committed a crime by stealing the 
ration’s funds to finance the cam- 
paign agains t Iraq, squandering 
billions of dollars on the forces of 
aggression. 

Another speaker was the King- 
dom's Mufti Tweddin Al Kha rih 
Al Tamimi who said that' Iraq 
should not be left alone facing the 
multitude of evil forces arrayed 
against the Iraqi Arab Muslim 
people. 

Among those attending the 
ceremony were Prime Minister 
Mudar Badran, speaker of the. 
Upper House of Parliament 
Ahmad Lawzi, Chief of the Royal 
Court Sharif Zeid Ben Shaker, 
cabinet members and parliament 
deputies. 



EBs Majesty King Hussein attends prayers at King Abdrihb Dm Al 
Hussein Mosque yesterday during celebrations of the Al Israa Wal 
Mlntf occasion (photo by Yousef Al ‘Allan) 


King congratulates Iran 

AMMAN (Petra) — His Majesty King Hussein Monday sent a 
cable of congratulations to Iranian President Ah Akbar Hashimi 
Rafcanjani on the occasion of Iran's National Day anniversary. 
King Hussein wished Rafsanjani combined good health and 
happiness and the Iranian people farther progress and prosperity. 


Israelis allow many out, few in 


Stranded Palestinians 
press for return 



By Ghadeer Taber 

Special to the Ionian Times 

AMMAN — Angry Palesti- 
nians marched Monday to pro- 
test Israeli measures batting 
them from retaining to their 
homes in foe West Bank and 
Gaza Strip. 

"We have protested to foe 
concerned international agen- 
cies about the Israeli measures, 
. but Israel does what it wants 
and never listens to anyone,” 
said Dr. Ahmad Qatanani, 
head of the Foreign Ministiy’s 
Department of Palestinian 

Affairs. 

• “Israel's declared goal is to 
transfer the 'Palestinians from 
their homelandT.. they (foe 
Israelis) are using tins chance 
(the Gulf war) to bar them 
from returning,” Qatanani told 
reporters as a demonstrator 
read a written statement de- 
manding that they be alfr- zed 
to return. 

The demonstrators, an esti- 
mated 150, carrying banners 
and wearing traditional dress, 
marched from the Department 
of Palestinian Affaire to the 
Amman offices of the Interna- 
tional Committee of the Red 
Cross (ICRC) and the United 
Nations. 

Another department official, 
Rateb Amr, said Israel has 
barred 5,000 people, mostly 
those who lost their jobs and 
savings in Kuwait, from cros- 
sing into the occupied territor- 
ies since the beghting of the 
Gulf war. 

He said that tens of Palesti- 
nian* have already lost their 
“residency permits’* in the 
occupied territories because 
the Israeli authorities "have 
denied them entry and now 
their permits have expired.” 
The demonstrators, all resi- 
dent of the West Bank and 
Gaza Strip with proper docu- 
ments, presented a memoran- 
dum with their names to the 
ICRC and U.N. offices in Am- 
man demanding respect for the 
1967 agreement and their right 
to return to their homes. Israel 
grants special permits to 
Palestinians from the occupied 
te rri t o ries under the 1967 ceas- 
efire ag ree ment to cross into 
Jordan to visit families, medic- 
al treatment or work abroad. 

"We have informed our de- 
legates in the occupied territor- 
ies about the issue and they are. 
in contact with the Israeli au-i 
tborities. We are still waiting 


for their response,” ICRC 
chief delegate in Amman, Wer- 
ner Kaspar, told the demon- 
strators. 

Before the outbreak of the 
war, an average 3,000 Palesti- 
nians were allowed to cross foe 
King Hussein and Prince 
Minhammad bridges into the 
West Bank daily. But since the 
war, Israel has only allowed 
very few — sometimes less 
than 10 — to cross westwards 
bat has allowed many to leave 
the occupied t e rri tor ies. 

*T was turned back from the 
bridge three times without juv 
reason,” said Omar Al Razem, 
75, from Jewsalem/^Ojfldren 
and old people wait fo r . 


at tile Israeli border checkpoint 
before being told to gc h^ck.” 
ffida Atwan, 65, stJJ mat she 
was refused entry seven times. 
"My sister is dead, I have no 
family to stay with in Jordan 
and no money. They have 
turned me back seven times 
and everytime they tell me to 
go back to Jordan,” she said 
with tears rolling down her 
haggered face. She said she 
came to Jordan to visit her sick 
sister, who died last week. 


Army said that at the begin- 
ning of the war, Israel said it 
would allow only 50 people to 
cross into the occupied territor- 
ies at each bridge. Then the 
Israelis stipulated that only 
people over 50 years of age 
would be able to cross. 

“Israel has not adhered tn 
the rules it has set,” Amr said. 
“On Sunday the Israelis 
allowed only seven to cross die 
two bridges, foe day before 
or'/ six and on Monday 22,” 
lie said. 

On Monday, 110 people 
were turned back at the 
badges, the. only link 'between 
T^lWobankii ‘ \ *' . ' 

' J>-J2i^am told A£lprdan 
Times last week that the num- 
ber of Palestinians leaving the 
territories was more than dou- 
ble those entering. “The Israeli 
measures are tantamount to 
mass deportation of the Palesti- 
nian people,” he said. 

Amr said that the depart- 
ment has contacted the United 
Nations, international orga- 
nisations and foreign embassies 
to intervene “but there has 
been no progress on helping 
these people." 



Palesttafatns danoastrate in Amman yesterday pressing for their 
right to return to their homes in the Israefi-occapied Arab 
te r rito ries (photo by Yousef Al ‘Alton) 


awneh continues south tour 

■ - . . : jM.rtn.Ant nknitsif 




jtT 


(J-T.) — Munster of 

i Agriculture Mohammad Alaw-‘ 
r aefa Monday toured of the southern 
.provinces of Jordan visiting the 
. 3 :Govern6rate of Msan where he 
■^inspected agricultural projects. 

J The minister called at an airiro - 

' ■ al quarantine in Aqaba and 
£ c toured the agricultural projects in 
ohia, Q uweira and Wadi Rum, 
4 and was briefed on the agriadtn- 
.’•*ba! situation. 

riUj-Later, he inspected an agn- 
'{Bjtual project at Qasemieh 

:*PWere apple trees are bong 

£ planted, and discussed services 
V offered to the local faidieis by foe 
?• agricultural department in Maan. 
5' The next leg was Sbobak where 
^hhe minister’s tour took him to 
•Tlfae agricultural nurseries and the 


extension service department. 

Alawneh Sunday visited the 
Karak province where he under- 
fined the need for the country to 
pr o duce cereals. His tours took 
him to Ghor Al Safi where he 
anno unced that Jordanian far- 
mers will be provided with seeds, 
fertiliser and other farming re- 
quirements through a national 
corporation for agricultural ser- 
vices that will soon be set up. 


Discussion during the tour cen- 
tered also on the prospects of 
creating farmers committees that 
the minister said, could supervise 
and steer the marketing process. 

Alawneh announced the crea- 
tion of a department of agricul- 
ture in the south era Jordan Val- 
ley region. The minister also 
visited Al Rabbeh, Al Waleh and 
Al Muawaqqar agricultural sta- 
tions^ 


Two executed for spying 

AMMAN (Petra) — Two Jordanian nationals were executed Feb. 

3 at Swaqa prison souft erf Amman after being convicted by the 

military court erf spying for Israel. The two were Lieutenant AH 
Abdul Hafiz Abdul Hafez, a Royal Air Force pilot, and Ahmad 
Mohammad Ahmad. 


Iran, Jordan conclude 
$66m phosphate deal 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Iran has 
signed an agreement for the 
purchase of Jordanian phosphate 
during 1991 at the total cost of 
$66 million. The rock will be 
shipped to Iranian ports in month- 
ly consignments, according to 
Jordan Phosphates Mines Com- 
pany (JPMC) Director General 
Wasef Azar. 

Azar told the Jordan Tunes 
that Iran has agreed to purchase 
250,000 tonnes of phosphates and 
phosphate by-products. The first 
shipment is due by the end of 
February. 

Jordan, for its part, is planning 
to import I ranian sulphur used in 
foe phosphate and other indus- 
tries. 

The deal is foe first between 
the two countries since they res- 
tored diplomatic ties on Jan. 15 
this year, following a break of 
nearly 10 years during foe Iran- 
Iraq war. . 

Jordan's overall phosphate ex- 
ports amounted to 4.9 million 
tonnes last year compared to 6.5 
million in 1989 mainly due to 
uncertainty and confusion that 
prevailed in eastern European 
states following political changes 
there daring the past year, 
according to Azar. He said that 
east Europe, particularly Roma- 
nia and Poland, have now re- 
sumed imports of Jordan’s phos- 
phates, and the total sale of phos- 
phate this year was expected to 
exceed that of last year. 

Azar expects foe JPMC to sell 
6_5 million tonnes of foe rock in 
addition to other amounts of di- 
phosphate, alumi ni um 
fluoride and phosphoric add. 

He said India remains tbe 
largest importer of these items 


from Jordan, "It bought 1.75 
million tonnes of phosphate and 
400,000 tonnes -erf diammonia 
phosphate in 1990,” Azar added. 

Apart from India, Jordan’s 
present phosphate export mar- 
kets inclnde. Turkey, China, 
Japan, Taiwan, Pakistan, South 
Korea, Bangladesh, Greece, Po- 
land, Romania and Yugoslavia. 

Azar said tbe agreement to sell 
die Iranians and phosphate pro- 
ducts was readied through cor- 
respondence due to difficulties in 
air transport resulting from foe 
Gulf war. 

Jordanian-Iraman trade was 
also expected to pick up following 
the resumption of formal rela- 
tions. 

Jordan maintained imports 
from Iran 1987, 1988 and 1989, 
and last year Jordan bought Ira- 
nian products worth more than 
JD 2 million, according to official 
statistics. 

Jordan imported a variety of 
goods from Iran such as nuts, 
water melon, melon seeds raisins 
and carpets, and sold Iran yeast, 
paint, boose bold plastic pro- 
ducts, dotbes and shoes. 

Most of the trade was con- 
ducted overland via Turkey and 
Syria. The phosphate deal 
announcement came dose on the 
heels of a visit to Tehran by 
delegation representing tbe 
“Muslim Brotherhood” who 
spent five days iff Iran talking to 
officials and parliament mem- 
bers. 

A speaker for the group said 
that the Iranian leadership ex- 
pressed readiness to oome to the 
defence of Jordan, should the 
Kingdom be faced with an Israeli 
attack. 


HOME NEWS IN BRIEFS 


Prince Hassan receives Giacomelll 

AMMAN (J.T.) — His Royal Highness Crown. Prince Hassan 
received at the Royal Court Monday Gerogio GiacomelK Com- 
missioner General of the United Nations Relief and Works 
Agency (UNRWA) who is ending his mandate soon. Gaacomelli 
voiced UNRWA's appreciation to Jordan for its cooperation with 
the Agency during Ids mandate and Prince Hassan’s in te r est in the 
Agency’s operations and services to the Palestinian refugees. Dr. 
Ahmad Qatanani, Director of tbe Foreign Ministry’s Palestinian 
Affairs was present at the meeting. 

Abu Taleb thanks donors 

AMMAN (Petra) — Armed Forces Chief of Staff Fathi Aba 
Taleb bas cabled thanks to Adfl Aba KhajO, chairman of the 
board of directors of a local import export firm, for the company's 
donation of JD 10,000 for the People's Army. Aba Taleb seat a 
similar cable to Bustami and Sahib company thanking them for 
donating JD 5,000 to the People's Army. 


Students demonstrate in 
solidarity with Iraq 


AMMAN (Agencies) — More 
than 10,000 students and teachers 
at the University of Jordan took 
part in a march on campus Mon- 
day' to express solidarity with foe 
Iraqi people. 

Participants in the march 
lauded Jordan's stand as express- 
ed by its leadership, government 
and people and denounced 
attacks on Jordanian oQ tankers 
inside the Iraqi border. They also 
called for bringing to an end the 
aggression on Iraq and the dimes 
co mmi t te d against Iraqi people. 

Urey also appealed to scientific 
and educational institutions and 
committees to condemn these 
crimes which they said aimed at 
unde r min ing foe capabilities of 

foe Arabs and the Muslims. 

Many students dad in western 
clothing with young fun- 

damentalist w omen, their heads- 

covercd in white scarves as they 
marched and chanted their 
opposition to America and its 


allies. 

“No good mon&tg, no good 
night, oh America, we will fight,” 
shouted students and faculty 
members. 

Others carrying small replicas 
of Al Hussein (modified Scud) 
missiles urged Iraqi President 
Saddam Hussein to use chemical 
weapons agjrins Israel and des- 
troy Tel Aviv. 

They cheered as they burned 
U.S., British, French and Italian 
flags at the end of the march. 

Iraq has fired almost 61 (Al 
Hussein) at Israel and Saudi Ara- 
bia since foe start of the Gulf war 
cm Jan. 17. All carried conven- 
tional warheads. 

One pro fe ss or said: "We are 
not neutral. If we had tbe power 
we would k3i every American 
soldier, every French soldier, ev- 
ery Israeli soldier. And the time 

will come and yon wffl see. 

“TTiis is the last time for col- 
onialism to be- in tins area.” 


Attack on Jordanian tankers not justified 

Turkey must not get 
involved in war 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Jordan is not 
to blame for securing its ofl re- 
quirements from Iraq with 
approval from the U.N. Security 
Council, and Turkey must put an 
end to air attacks on Iraq from 
Turkish territory and refrain from 
pursuing a policy that may cause 
emotional actions in the Arab 
World like the attack on Turkish 
trucks at foe border town of 
Ramtha, the Turkish Democratic 
Left Party (DSP) said in a state- 
ment Monday. 

The DSP’s central committee, 
chaired by former Prime Minister 
Bnlent Ecevit called in its state- 
ment on the Turkish government 
to refrain from direct or indirect 
involvement in the Gulf war and 
for preventing air raids on Iraq to 
emanate from Turkish territory. 

"Out of necessity, Jordan im- 
ports its oil requirements from 
Iraq and the Security Council 
regards this as legitimate,” foe 
statement said. "Yet American 
war planes have started bombing 
tankers carrying Iraqi ofl to Jor- 
dan cansing heavy loss in life and 
material as well as economic diffi- 
culties.” 

It said that the American claim 
that tiie oil tanker trucks were 
being used to transport arms to 
Iraq was not convincing at all 


because the tracks were rraveHmg 
from Iraq to Jordan and not the 
other way. “In fact the U.N. 
secretary general has repri- 
manded foe United States in this 
regard,” the DSP statement 
added. 

Referring to tbe recent incident 
at Ramtha, the statement said 
that the Jordanian people have 
addressed their anger to a num- 
ber of Turkish tracks carrying 
goods to Saudi Arabia. Turkey 
must refrain from pursuing a poli- 
cy that may cause emotional reac- 
tions against itself among the 
Arab people and most try to 
dissuade foe fighting parties from 
using such means and weapons 
that may cona to H itman^ 
the statement said. 

"In the meantime, President 
Tnrgut Oza! has recently been 
referring to the people of Iraq 
as ‘peoples’ and has been dis- 
playing a tendency to interfere in 
the internal affairs of this country 
by proposing a federal structure 
for post-war Iraq.” 

“The U.N. Security Council 
has, not only demanded the im- 
mediate and unconditional with- 
drawal of Iraq from Kuwait, but 
also has called upon both coun- 
tries to ‘begin immediately inten- 
sive negotiations for the resolu- 


tion of their differences’, promis- 
ing ‘support 1 for ‘all efforts in this 
regard*. This aspect of the Secur- 
ity Council resolutions has been 
totally disregarded.'’ 

“During the course of the Gulf 
war, oil wells and refineries are 
being pat to fire or bombed; and 
installations that may cause fatal 
spillage are being attacked from 
the air. Such actions endanger all 
the regional conn tries and may 
cause great harm to nature. Tur- 
key should ask the United Na- 
tions to warn the fighting parties 
to refrain from such actions and 
from attacking civilian targets.” 
“Certain Western countries 
have already started planning for 
the future of foe post-war Middle 
East. Yet certain Western powers 
are, to a large extent, responsible 
for the interminable problems, 
tensions and conflicts of tbe Mid- 
dle East. Peace can be obtained 
in the Middle East only if these 
n on-regional powers stop in- 
terfering in the region. Tiirkey 
must try to make the West under- 
stand that foe problems of the 
Middle East can only be resolved 
if tbe regional countries are given 
a chance to address these prob- 
lems among themselves; and Tur- 
key must refrain from acting as a 
representative of foe West in foe 
region." 


Canada, Australia aid Palestinians 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Australia is to 
provide $391,000 for emergency 
assistance to the Palestinians, 
according to announcement by 
the Australian Minister for Trade ' 
and Overseas Development, Neal 
Blewett, Monday. 

An Australian embassy press 
release in Amman quoted the 
minister as saying that this con- 
tribution is in response to foe 
worsening conditions of the 
Palestinian people. 

According to the press release, 
Blewett said foe Gulf crisis and 
the ensuing conflict have cut re- 
mittances, a significant source of 
income for many Palestinian' 
families. 

"In addition, the prolonged 
curfew imposed by Israel in foe 
occupied Arab territories, 
although now partially lifted, has 
caused serious food shortages,” 


the minis ter said. 

He said that an estimated 
300,000 famili es fa foe Palestinian 
lands have been affected by tbe 
situation. 

According to tbe press release, 
the funds will be channelled 
through the United Nations Re- 
Kef and Works Agency (UN- 
RWA). 

In the meantime, Canada has 
announced further aid to the 
Palestinians totalling 1,305 mfl - 
Kon Canadian dollars. 

Monique Landry, Minister for 
External Relations and Interna- 
tional Development, announced 
that her country was granting 
additional assistance to foe vic- 
tims of the Gulf crisis including 
the Palestinians. 

The assistance,’ she said^ is 
being provided through the Cana- 


dian International Development 
Agency (CIDA). 

Landry noted that 230,000 
Canadian dollars will be dis- 
bursed through the Canadian 
Catholic Organisation for De- 
velopment and Peace, to Medical 
Aid for Palestine (MAP) which 
specialises in assistance opera- 
tions in foe occupied territories. 

She said that 75,000 Canadian 
dollars will be disbursed through 
Oxfam-Quebec as a condtribu- 
tion to main tain an international 
team of doctors and medical staff 

in Amman . 

In a press release from foe Cana- 
dian embassy here, Landry was 
quoted as saying: “We will con- 
tinue to dosely monitor develop- 
ments in foe situation as Canada is 
constantly aware that innocent 
crvjjjans are foe first victims of 
this war and we must help them. ” 


International Women’s League 
campaigns for Gulf peace 


By Serene Hgfasa 

Special to tbe Jordan Junes 

AMMAN — The Women’s In- 
ternational League for Peace 
and Freedom Monday conde- 
mned the war “staged against 
Iraq, and Iraqi civilian cen- 
tres,” and called for an im- 
mediate ceasefire and an end to 
hostilities. Druing a press con- 
ference the league also discus- 
sed the situation in the occu- 
pied territories and the repnr- 
cussions of the Israeli “blanket 
curfew” on the Palestinian 
population. 

“Peace is possible when hu-‘ 
mans use their intelligence for 
peace not war,” Dr. Fatfaeih 
Saadi, a pediatrician, said dur- 
ing the conference. “We have 
hope to overcome war and 
have peace,” she added. 

Dr. Saudi, said that women 
had a great role to play in these 
times of crisis, and called on 
them to take every possible 
action to bring this war to an 
end. “Women Klee to live for a 
cause rather than die for it,” 
she stressed. 

During a conference of the 
League held last week in Gene- 
va, the women proposed cer- 
tain actions to express their 
rejection of aggression against. 
Iraq. These inclnde wearing a 
Mack and white band around 
the arm for the duration of tire 
war. "Tbe Mack tepi ese n t s war 
and death and the white peace 
now,” she said. 

“On March 8 — Internation- 
al Women’s Day — we ask all 
women to wear black to mourn 


tbe ongoing war in the Gulf,” 
Dr. Saudi said. "We don’t want 
war waged in our name. All 
children are our children,” she 
added. 

Dr. Saudi also proposed a 
march to Baghdad in which 
women would carry food and 
medicine to tbe people of Iraq. 
She said that tbe league had 
sent a memorandum to the 
United Nations rejecting re- 
solution 618 allowed war gainst 
tbe people of Iraq. “This war 
has damaged the image of the 
United Nations as a peace- 
seeking and peace-keeping 
body,” she added. 

“We reject the selective ap- 
plication of U.N. resolutions, 
and the use of the U.N. as a 
war machine. We call for a 
ceasefire and an immediate 
withdrawal of all foreign forces 
from tbe area,” she said. 

The women also discussed 
the state of Palestinians in the 
occupied territories, who have 
been under a severe “blanket 
curfew” since tbe onset of the 
war in foe Gulf. 

“This curfew is inhumane. 
The Kves of many Palestinian; 
is threatened,” Saha Eid, a 
member of the league said. Eid 
stressed the need to address the 
Palestinian problem and all 
other problems in the region in 
order to avoid the breakout of 
other wars. “If foe Palestinian 
problem is not solved then we 
will have another war,” she 
said. 

Eid said tbe curfew is cansing 
many hardships such as the 
deterioration of the economic 


situation — because workers, 
farmers, shop owners and 
others are not allowed to go to 
work — shortages of foodstuff, 
deterioration of medical and 
health facilities, and the restric- 
tions imposed on medical staff. 

“There is also an escalation 
of violence against Palesti- 
nians, and an increase in 
arrests. The Israelis have also 
tried to deport Palestinian 
activists such as Feisal Hussemi 
and Mohammad Jamal, in an 
effort to undermine Palestinian 
high moral regarding foe war m 
foe Gulf,” Eid said. 

Eid added that there were 
reports that Israelis were 
hindering the work of retief 
organisations by restricting 
their movement. “UNRWA 
could not distribute food for 
refugees because it was denied 
mobffity,” she said. 

Two outstanding complaints 
that violated international law 
were shortages of milk for chil- 
dren, and refusal to pass out 
gas masks to Palestinians in the 
occupied territories. Another 
violation of human rights is foe 
mistreatment of detainees, 

especially Israeli failure to pro- 
vide them with proper shelters 
in tunes of danger, Eid said. 

Eid called for the end of foe 
curfew, respect of the Fourth 
Geneva Convention, interna- 
tional protection for Palesti- 
nians, an appeal to countries 
and international organisations 
to send food and medicine, and 
the dispatch of a fact-finding 
mission to foe occupied terri- 
tories. 


Port employees contribute to People’s Army 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Employees of 
the Jordanian Pons Corporation 
Monday announced then- con- 
tribution of a day’s pay for the 
People’s Army and another day’s 
pay for sup p ort i ng tbe Iraqi peo- 
ple. 

Tbe General Union of Land 
Transport Workers in Jordan 
announced the donation of JD 
15,000. JD 8000 will go to the 
People's Army and the rest to 
general e fforts to support Iraq in 

its war with foe allied forces. 

The largest donation yet came 
from foe Jordan Phosphate Mines 


Company (JPMC) which gave JD 
121,000 to tbe People's Army in 
respone to calls by the govern- 
ment and members of Parham ent 
for con tr ib u t i o n s to the People’s 
Army winch Conns a back-up 
force for the . regular armed 
forces. 

JPMC Director General, 
Wasef Azar, presented a cheque 
for foe sum to axmy Chief of 
Staff, Fathi Abo Tateb, at a 
mee t i ng In the latter’s office Sun- 
day evening. 

Abu Taleb expressed appresia- 
tion to the company for its gener- 


ous contribution that came from 
the workers and the manage- 
ment, and said that foe donation 
manifests tbe people's en- 
deavours to s u ppor t tbe armed 
forces which defend foe home- 
land. Aba Taleb also voiced his 
appreciation to aD other organisa- 
tions and citizens for contributing 
to the same cause. 

Jordanian officials said that the 
People’s Army comprises at least 
320,000 men and women who 
have been trained in the use of 
light aims, civil defence, first aid 
and protection against chemical 
warfare. 
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Palestinian cause 
will stay alive 


FOR FIVE and a half months, Iraq maintained its 
willingness to discuss and settle an Middle East 
problems, including those of Palestine and Kuwait. 
The U.S., mafiipnlatiwg the U.N. Security Conned and 
coercing other nations refused to give the idea even a 
second thought. 

However, what Iraq and the Palestinians earnestly 
wanted to achieve — a linkage between the two issues, 
and eventual peace — was only accomplished under 
the thunder of guns in the Golf. Not that the 
Palestinian plight needs a linkage. That Arab people’s 
cause has been campaigned for by the nations of the 
region and the world for decades. The Palestinians 
have paid for it with their blood and with the loss of 
their homeland. 

Now after 50 years of national struggle, 23 years 
under Israeli occupation and three years of a bloody 
revolt, the Palestinians are yet being subjected to the 
most brutal and racist occupation. They have been 
kept under a blanket curfew for the last three weds, 
denied work, food-purchase, health care and all the 
privileges of a free people. 

Having all along shouted at the Israelis, the U.S. and 
the world community, demanding their right for 
freedom and statehood, the only consolation they have 
is to hear Iraqi A1 Hussein (Scud) missiles land mi 
Israel. And some people, especially in the “civilised” 
West think this is weird. But it is not. What would the 
captured be wishing his captor. except destruction and 
annihilatio n? 

Of course this is a late hour for an appeal to ease the 
sufferings of the Palestinians. But it is never too late 
for a warning. Palestine and the Palestinians have 
always been the focal point of Arab nationalism from 
Jamal Abdul Nasser to Saddam Hu ssei n . And regard- 
less of the stand of Washington’s Arab allies in the 
Gulf war, that cause wfl) always be the standard by 
which matters of politics in the region wiD be 
measured. 

When the dost — and smog — settle over the Golf, 
the Palestinians will still be there, but their vengeance 
wiD have grown. If Israel thinks the world, in its 
preoccupation with the “news” from the Gulf, wffl 
forget the Palestinians, the Palestinians themselves, as 
they have always done, will make sure that their cause 
is still alive and their captors tormented. 


ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 


AL RAT ARABIC daily Monday said all the appeals directed to 
the aggressor to stop their air raids have been in vain because they 
are full of hatred against the Arabs and the Muslims. All the calls 
on the U.S.-led alliance to stop killing children and old people 
and stop destroying churches, hospitals and the 

economic infrastructure of Iraq nave fallen on deaf ears, because 
the aggressors and the pirates closed their eyes and their ears arid 
their hearts have turned into stone, the paper said. It said the 
aggression on Iraq is being waged under false claims and the 
destruction is being carried out in the name of the United Nations 
and the international legitimacy 1 . In the name of the world 
community the aggressors are committing the most brutal crimes 
against humanity and the war mongers are finding vent for their 
hatred and their resentment of the Third World through various 
means of destruction and killing, the paper continued. King 
Hussein’s call on the world community to opt for reason and logic; 
and the Pope’s prayers and appeals for peace seem to have been 
ignored by the Western alliance an-ayed against the Iraqi people, 
the paper added. As to those Arabs who have chosen to support 
the aggressors on an Arab country, the day will come when they 
have to answer to rheir masses and then, said the paper they will 
be sorry for what they did and the crime they supported. It said 
when the Iraqi people and armed forces come out victorious the 
Arab masses are bound to have vent on those leaders who have 
lost their self-respect and the cause for survival. 


A columnist in A1 Ra'i daily calls on Iraq to seize the opportunity 
of the Gulf war and propose plans that link the Gulf issue with 
those of Palestine and Southern Lebanon so as to ensure their 
resolutions. Hosni Ayesh says that Iran assumes a very significant 
status within the Arab and Islamic nations, and it has a duty to 
play the role which the late Khomeini had originally set his 
country to exercise. The writer says that the late Khomeini had 
urged his people to work for liberating the occupied holy land of 
Palestine and to evict he Zionists from the holy places; and 
therefore, this Islamic nation should refrain from playing the 
same political game played by other countries of the world and 
should focus attention on the means of liberating Jerusalem and its holy 
shrines. We hope that Iran will seize the present opportunity and 
back its words with deeds and cany out its threats directed against 
the new crusaders now invading the Muslim land, Ayesh said. The 
ongoing war in the Gulf, the writer adds, represents a real test for 
all the nations of the region and a test for the will of the Muslim 
nation. He says if Iran and Iraq stand together in this ordeal and 
back their words wirh deeds and confront the forces of evil and 
the great satan, the Islamic world will be free and the emergence 
of the new world Islamic force will become a reality. 


By Mark Heinrich 

Reuter 

BERLIN — The row over Ger- 
man firms supplying Iraq with the 
means to 'attack Israel has ex- 
posed the painfully strained rela- 
tionship between Germans and 
Jews .despite a public gloss of 
reconciliation and atonement. 

Since the end of World War II 
Germany has maintained close 
diplomatic ties with Israel, mark- 
ing every Holocaust anniversary 
with speeches about atonement 
for the past and funnelling tens of 
billions of dollars in reparations 
to Jewish survivors of the Nazi 
era. 

But behind the scenes. German 
companies were providing Iraq 
with the components, equipment 
and expertise to accumulate che- 
mical and biological weaponry. 

The companies also helped 
Iraq lengthen the range of its 
Soviet-made missiles so they 
could hit Israel. 


Iraq arms row shows strain 
underlying German- Jewish ties 


Since the Jan. 17 outbreak of 
the Gulf war, Iraq has blasted 31 
Scud rockets at Israel, killing four 
people and injuring 299. 

All the missiles had conven- 
tional warheads but Israelis fear 
others will be tipped with poison 
gas weapons. 

Back in Germany, neo-Nazis 
mteviewed on prime-time televi- 
sion laughed about Jewish casual- 
ties in Scud attacks, volunteered 
to fight for Iraq and flashed the 
Hitler salute. 

Bonn parliament speaker Rita 
Suessxxmth said after returning 
from a visit to Israel last week 
that she encountered “deep scep- 
ticism and shaken trust toward 


Germans. 

“You can imagine how the link 
between air raid alarms, poison 
gas masks and neo-Nazis raised 
the question among Israelis 
whether there is any sense at all 
to maintaining contacts with Ger- 
mans,” she told German radio. 

Press disclosures of German 
aid to Iraq surfaced during the 

countdown to war, causing a 
groundswell of anti-German feel- 
ing among Israelis once the mis- 
siles ploughed into- their homes. 

Government ministers are now 
trooping to Israel for fence- 
mending visits but German Jew- 
ish leader Heinz Galinski has 


accused most Germans of show- 
ing striking indifference to the 
spectre of an Iraqi gas attack on 
Israel. 

Germany's relations with Israel 
and its own small Jewish popula- 
tion are a model pf public recon- 
ciliation. . 

Boon has been one of Israel s 
staunchest supporters in the West, 
apart from the United States. 
Political visits and exchanges are 
common and Germans were fre- 
quent tourists to Israel until the 
Gulf crisis. 

Germany has paid more than 
$50 billion to Israel and Jews 
worldwide as compensation for 
Nazi war crimes. 


Military standards in 
Middle East politics 


By John King 

The Associated Press 

DBAHRAN — A Saudi 
prince was asked whether 
George Bush or Saddam Hus- 
sein can claim time as an ally in 
the Gulf war. 

“It depends,” he said, 
“whether you are talking about 
military standards or Middle 
East standards.” 

As the war nears the three- 
week mark, it is not an idle 
question. 

U.S. President Bush mom 
be will be rushed into a bloody 
ground war with die Iraqi lead- 
er's formidable army, and 
appears content to hold off on 
an allied ground offensive untQ 
he is convinced U.S. casualties 
wiH be nrimmal. 

“He wants os to proceed m a 
very cautious, methodical 
manner,” Bush's defense 
secretary, Dick Cheney . said 
Monday. 

Saddam, on the other hand, 
sometimes appears beat on 
drawing die United States and 
its allies into a ground war 
sooner than they planned. At 
other ti me s , he seems content 
to simply survive the relentless 
allied air attack and claim the 
mantle of leadership among 
the considerable throng of 
Arabs who revile the United 
States. 

Even if Saddam loses 
Kuwait, many Middle East ex- 
perts believe he could remain a 
feared and, in some circles, 
revered figure in die region. 

“By Middle East standards, 
so far it is a draw or maybe 
even Saddam is slightly 
ahead,” said die Saadi prince, 
who declined to be further 
identified. “To say that worries 
us is an understatement, yes 
indeed." 


There were other worries 
voiced fay the prince, and by 
Middle East experts as wefl. 
Among them: 

It is getting wanner in the 
desert again, with scorching 
temperatures about two 
months away. Many of the 
frontline U.S. army and other 
ground troops were not here 
last summer to acclimate. 

T had two guys treated for 
frost-bite the other day, yes 
I'm worried about the heat,” 
British Capt. Bob Ferguson 
said last week. “The unbear- 
able beat win be here before 


For the record 

To the Editor: 

I would like to draw your attention to an article, which ap peared 
in die Jordan Times, page 3, on Thursday, Feb. 7, 1991, entitled 
“Japan approves S450m soft loan to Jordan.” The second 
paragraph of that article included some inaccuracy that I wish to 
clarify: - 

I met with Dr. Abdullah, Minister of Planning, on Tuesday, Feb. 
5, 1991, and not cm Wednesday as the Jordan Times article says. 
The meeting with HJE. the minister took place before the official 
announcement vis-a-vis die loan was made in Tokyo by the 
g o v ernment of Japan and not “one day after the Japanese 
gover nm ent in Tokyo announced its final decision on the amount 
of the loan,” as the Jordan Times says in its Thursday artide. 

I wiH be gra teful if you could publish the above clarification. 

Ambassador of Japan, 
TadayuU Noaoynuu 

The France of Charles 
de Gaulle’ 

To the Editor: 

France, the country of freedom, fra te rn i ty and equality, as 
claimed by the French, is now fighting the innocent civilian people 
of Iraq ami resisting their freedom in defending their land and life. 

“It is trying to destroy a family in the international community, it is 
trying to become a master sod to make a proud civilised people like 

the Iraqis, servants of their ambitions and goals. That was never 
achieved in the past and it will never be because as much as the 
French are proud of their country and patriotism, so is every Iraqi 
proud of his land and country. It’s more than obvious how much 
the Iraqi people trust die Iraqi leadership, too. 

How can a people like the French dam.. : they are civilised 
while hundreds of people are killed by the French troops? The 
people are bang murdered by French pilots aod bombs are people 
of flesh and blood like yon, die French. They are people who had - 
once hopes, dreams and ambitions. They're sot just pictures to be 
shown on TV screens or in newspapers. 

Jean-PicTTc Cbcvcnement gave Bush and the French leadership 
winch is draggpd into war, a strong slap in the face by resigning. IBs 
resignation expressed many tiring, mort important of which is that 
it meant that Paris isn’t the capital of freedom, equality and 
fraternity as it used to be considered. It is not the Paris of the great 
French leader Charles de GanUe, not any more. 

Sutefaua KeyyaH, 
Amman. 


A 
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we know it. We’ve got to get 
■this resolved by then, and we 
wffl.” 

— Muslim religious holidays 
are approaching, including 
Ramadan in March, when 
Muslims fast from dawn to 
sunset. Cultural sensitivities 
likely will be heightened dur- 
ing Muslim religious periods. 

— Saddam, although his 
mffltary has to be hurting, re- 
tains the twin threats of terror- 
ism and chemical weapons, 
and die successful use of either 
could immediately alter the 
face and direction of the war. 


Also, Saddam continues his 
effort to draw Israel into the 
conflict, which also could dra- 
matically affect the coalition. 

Bush and his deputies, not 
su r prisin gly, reject such argu- 
ments and say they wiH not let 
external factors affect military 
decisions. 

T don't buy die argument 
that he's somehow winning by 
losing,” Cheney said Monday. 
He added: T would argue that 
the United States and our allies 
are on the side of majority 
opinion in the Arab World.” 

Still, senior allied comman- 
ders concede they worry vir- 
tually duly that Saddam will 
play some form of tramp card 
that shakes Saudi and other 
Arab support for the war. 

One scenario often men- 
tioned is an Iraqi terrorist 
attack against a major Saudi ml 
or government facility. 

Military officials said such 
considerations were a factor in 
the U.S. decision to im- 
mediately strike Iraq's unclear 
and chemical weapons facili- 
ties-.. • 

Tf a deal was cut'after two 
days^we were going to be 
ce r t ai n we had crippled his 
nncoventioaal assets,” a senior 
army officer said privately. 

The Saadi prince insists no 
deal wffl be made. 

Still, be said be would prefer 
a swift resolution to the crisis 
because of na g gi n g fears that 
Saddam will find a way to 
break even, which might be 
considered a victory by Middle 
East standards. 

Another factor is conserva- 
tive pressure within Saudi Ara- 
bia, particularly from .religious 
leaders, to resolve the crisis so 
that the hundreds of thousands 
of Westerners here will go 
home. 


LETTERS 


Duty dictates 


7he following is a letter from the Arab Committee for Supporting 
Iraq to die secretary general of the United Nations. A copy was 
made available for the Jordan Times. 

More than three weeks have elapsed since the start of military 
action against Iraq without any sign whatsoever from the U.N. 
and from yousetf in particular to intervene. It seems that yon are 
Waiting until. Iraq is completely destroyed so that your new 
“American" international order will be imposed. It goes w i t hont 
saying that the cost for tins international order shall be high Snch 
oast could have been directed towards other international issues 
so that its implementation sounds more convincing. Strange 
enough, Mr. Secretary General, is your passive role in this crisis 
to the extent that yon look helpless even in expr e s sin g one word 
for the peace option after the war has erupted. We pray not only 
for peace to prevail but also for you to act in accordance with die 
dictates of your duty. 


Arab Committee For 
Supporting Iraq 

‘The American barbarian 
invasion’ 


To the Editor: 

As an Arab I'm mad because of the cruel invasion of Iraq by the 
allied forces. But the Iraqi soldiers defended their property 
bravely. And S a dd am even shot some missiles on Israel. 

But Israel got all the attention and that Is why I'm mad too. 
Countries are giving Israel millions of dollars while the Palestinian 
people are djdng at the hands of the soldiers of Israel. 

I wonder why all the countries are racing to satisfy Israel while 
we the Arabs are divided and we have the same religion and the 


As Arabs what we must do is to love each other and to be joined 
together. And I hope victory is to Saddam and to the Iraqi soldiers. 

Afi Khattd A1 Awandeh 
(12- yeur-ted) 


“What more do the ‘Jews 
want?” the average German 
thinks when Jews criticise Ger- 
many. 

Polls and private comments 
show most Germans fee'. no ™~ 
sponsibflity for what their fort- 
fathers did to Jews or for Israel s 
welfare. A persistent minority 
harbour anti-semitic sentiments. 

German, insensitivity to the 
past has been underscored by 
repeated slip-ups, some of them 
major scandals, in the official 
record of reconciliation. 

Chancellor Helmut Kohl stun- 
ned Israelis when, during a 1984 
visit, he referred to “mercy for 


the later born” in discussing moi~? 

ai responsibility for wartime Nazt -r r 
atrocities. * 

In 1985 be and then-U.S- trwt-.; jr _ 
dent Ronald Reagan paid honv : 
ace to war dead at a cemetery^ 
containing Nazi SS graves. 

In 1985 Bonn’s parliament*- 
speaker gave an address markings 

the50tb anniversary of a UQte^fX. 
nous Nazi pogrom in wfac^; 
be appeared to approve of Ger^ 
many's anti-sc mi tic drift to mass" ' 
murder. Kohl hastily sacked Wnr. j-f 

Last year Bonn dismayed Jews*:-; 
by ignoring appeals to insert a .. _ 
dause in the German unify treaty^ 
noting Nazi crimes arid saying the -> 
reunified nation had a special 
duty to ensure they never hap-!. 
petted again. . ,-f. 

After the Gulf war erupted* 
German peace rallies denounced 
the U.S.-led blitzkrieg against 
Iraq while almost totally ignoring - 
Scud missile barrages against - 
Israel. 


| Appeal to 
academics 

The following is a letter circulated to academics, universities, 
colleges and centres of research and learning throughout the 
world. 

As professors concerned with bring about an end to this 5 cosSfy 
the future of humanity and the and devastating conflict that is 
emergence of a truly peaceful already^ costing over one billion 
int-mn+^nni world order, we call dollars per day. In addition to 
upon you to bring before the this wasted material resources, 
decision-makers in your country tremendous human effort and 
the need for an immediate halt brain power has already been 
'to the r agi ng military hostilities in wasted too. 
the Gulf. Please' allow us to Think with us what the shape 
emphasise the following points: of the world would be, bad such 
1. The sanctity of human life resources been devoted to com- 1 
everywhere should be of great bat poverty, illiteracy and dis-’ 
concern to us all: The Iraqi ease! 

people are currently subjected to VI. And finally we urge you to 
a barrage of brutal devastation join us in addressing the prob-i 
unequalled in history. lems of the region comprehen- 

U. The vehemence of the sively: The Palestine problem 
attack on Iraq is already and foe plight of the PalesfP' 
awakening bitter memories of an mans, the Lebanese and the 
earlier ugly racist crusadism and Gulf crisis, . to bring about a just 
promises, should it continue, to and durable peace: Only in such 
develop into an Arab-Islamic- a manner can the resources of 
Western confrontation. We urge the region be utilised for the 
you to help us in averting such a welfare of the peoples of the 


development. 

1U. The concentrated carpet 


region and towards the building 
of human civilisation. 

This call emanating from the, 


bombing of the Iraqi landscape I™ 5 0211 emanating trom me. 
is not only demolishing Islamic . Holy Land, the cradle of dvilisa-j 
mid Christian holy plat*?, 

also great monuments and* anti- monotheistic religions, should. 
_gptties constituting much of toe *foP e ^y,; a .Jesppnsive 
heritage of man everywhere.' ^ori with our arueagues in the 
Furthermore the h uman tragedy a cademic community through-) 
resulting from this conflict has 

already been overshadowed by Though this appeal is from the. 
__ j .' - __l_ .ljw.-i Jordanian academic community,, 

we believe it reflects the geniine 
pralleled m the booty of desirc aspirations and hope of 

’ _ - our . Arab and Islamic nations 

IV. We wish to emphasise that everywhere, 
e desired international order With best.regards and respect. 


the desired international order 
should rest on the firm belief in 
the natural human rights, not 
only of individuals but of nations 
too. Such a world order should 
be built on the principles of 
cooperation, equality, justice 
and respect of cultural diversity. 

V. Let us work together to 


Faculty Members of 
Jordan University, 
P.O. Box. 13015 
Fax. 962-6-832318, 
Amman - Jordan. 


Futility of U.N. 

22w following is a copy of a letter from the Committee for Palestinian 
Depo rtees to the United Nations secretary general which was sent to 
the secretary on Feb. 11. A copy was made available to the Jordan 
Times. 

H. E. Mr. Javier Perez de C nillar 
Secretary General 
United Nations 

™ Rtotinia, Deportees" addresses you once 

more qnrmg these hard tmu* ' . ... 


» r™ *■» raa utcu ucep resentment ot the 

“S* 501 ? fo^Pdestimanooapiedtemtor- 

NATO allies started char most brutal aggression against the Arab I 

beyond “y doutrttbftfirect and 
^ so-called Gulf criris and the long 
^estmum P'oblfm, i-c. the dvD life fa both Iraq and 
Pakxtire is the mam target of the aggression of the AmericaSLteE 

P^f 1 * *? die Occupied Territories have, as you are follv 
coathmw * <****" for more ihan^^<w 
fflv en only 2-3 hours every few days for mobility a oeriod S 

«able them to perform thelhnS aS^l^^S 

during curfew hourakSdSt out ? ercfiM,K! -r 


Convention and the Security ^ fce ^ 

occupier to ^ cotnpc 

manner. 

oance of the USA over ^ ^c^^hehning < 

P ?»Si CCOrd a **8“ trample 

retehon to the just United Nafi 

P® rt * a d ar fy in the cases whkfa affect ^mmtrio 

tne Amerkan-Isradi affi 
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Through the eyes of a peace maker 


to 
ics 




By Serene Hahm 

AMMAN — She is a twenty 
two-year-old gjd foil of fife and 
hope and with a mission «Ha 
believes die has to do. A native 
German, SOke Hottmann, left 
everything behind and joined 
the Gulf peace camp armed only 
with her faith in God, and a 
strong feeling that she “had to 
go there (Iraq).” 

In an interview with the Jor- 
dan Times the yoong activist said 
she felt she had to do something 
since the outbreak of the crisis 
back in September. “I have 
many American friends who are 
soldiers stationed in G e rman y. 
When the deployment of Amer- 
ican troops started many of them 
did not want to go because they 
believed that tins war was not fair 
the good of the people it was 
only for oil, power, and money,” 
Hottmann said. She *kn added 
that those who did not want to 
go were left no other choice, and 
“those who objected were hand- 
cuffed and shipped to the Golf 
against their will.” “Many of 
those soldiers don’t want to 
fight. For example black soldiers 
don’t want to go to war for the 
sake of America bec ame they 


are treated very badly there,” 
she said. 

“I have an American female 
soldier friend who is divorced 
with a twelv&-year-old daughter, 
when she was called to duty she 
had no choice but to take ber 
daughter with her,” she said. 
“There are other similar cases 
such as those families who are 
both in the tmfitary and who 
have children and don’t know 
what to do about It,” die added. 

Hottmann "s mission started 
when she read about the Golf 
peace camp in American milit- 
ary newspaper, “Stars and 
Stripes.” “I called die people 
and told them I wanted to join 
tins peace camp. A few days 
later they called me and I left 
everything behind — school, 
work, family and went to the 
camp,” she said. 

On Jan. 6, Hottmann arrived 
at die location of die peace camp 
on the Kuwaiti-Saudi border. 
On Jan. 17, die day of die first 
air raid on Iraq, the activists 
were relocated to Al-Rashid 
Hotel in downtown Baghdad. 
“The Iraqi officials felt responsi- 
ble for os and advised ns to 
move,” she said. Hottmann 
stayed in Iraq till Feb. 1, when 
she was forced to leave with the 


rest of the peace activists. 

Iq an honest and touching 
way, Hottmann started telling 
the story of her unforgettable 
experience in Baghdad. “The 
first day of bombing it was very 
terrible for me. It was my first 
experience with war. It took me 
an hour before I realised that it 
was a real war,” sbe*said. “I sat 
in die shelter with diplomats, 
some Iraqi families and mem- 
bers of the peace camp, holding 
hands, sharing food, talking, and 
listening to the prayer that was 
on the radio,” she added. 

A few days later, Hottmann 
vent ur ed out of the shelter and 
accompanied some journalists 
on a tour around Raghdwd “I 
saw die communication budding 
a bit damaged, one hotel was 
destroyed and so was a shopping 
centre,” she said. “During die 
following air raids the com- 
munications b uilding was target- 
ted again. “I think that reporters 
leaked the story out and that is 
why it was targetted a g ain and 
this time was totally destroyed,” 
she added. Hottmann recalled 
her trip alone and her interac- 
tion with the Iraqis, the first 
after the attacks had started, and 
said: ’‘There was no re s ent m ent 
towards me. They accepted me 


100 per cent.” 

“One night while we were in 
the shelter, we organised a con- 
cert, where everybody was re- 
quired to «ang a song from their 
country. When it was the turn of 
the Americans to sing, the Iraqis 
encouraged them and there was 
no sign of resent,” she said. 

S he a dd ed that the Iraqis 
had resigned themselves to foe 
reality of war and experienced 
amazem ent at how well they 
dealt with the sitnation. “People 
are not unhappy or angry. Feel- 
ings are running high in support 
of their government, and their 
president. I believe that this is 
what keeps them going,” she 
said. 

During her tour Hottmann 
met a 22-year-old Iraqi man, 
standing in foe rubble of what 
used to be his home. “When 
journalists asked him how he felt 
about the destruction of his 
house he said that be bad lived in 
this house since he was a child 
bat that be feh he had to offer a 
sacrifice to (President) Saddam 
Hussein and to his country and 

that this house mwwf iwtfhing 

because it could be replaced in 
the future,” she recited. 

“This strong feeling of total 
su p po r t for the pres dent and foe 


Iraqi homeland 'was evident 
among people. I felt it is a 
genuine and true feeling,” she 
said. 

“This war nothing to do 
with justice or freeing Kuwait 
because if you want to free 
Kuwait you don’t hit Baghdad 
and when you want to free 
Kuwait you don’t kill Iraqis.” 
she said. 

With a surge of emotion Hart- 
mann said her mission was 
to go back to Baghdad and to 
film civ ilian sites and casualties 
caused by foe American-led 
bombardment on Iraq. “I want 
to make a film and send copies 
of it aO over foe world. There 
are many people who want to 
help the Iraqis and riu? film will 
motivate them further,” she 
said. 

Presently, Hottmann is work- 
ing with the Jordanian General 
Union of Voluntary Societies 
(GUVS) to organise the ship- 
ment of food and medicine to 
Iraq. She is waiting for a visa 
from the Iraqi government to go 
back to Iraq to start with foe 
film. “I feel that this war is 
waged against foe people of Iraq 
and not the military. This film 
will prove it,” she concluded. 


Meeting 

(Coatiaaed from page 1) 

There was no definite informa- 
tion on whether all or any of 
these leaden would attend this 
week's meeting in Amman. 

“At this point it is too sensitive 
to disclose names,” the source 
told the Jordan Times. 

According to PLO sources, 
Mr. Arafat had also been in touch 
with several world leaden and 
politicians over foe past week in a 
bid to secure a ceasefire in the 
Gulf war. 

What remained uncertain 
Monday was how the initiative 
might proceed in light of Iraq’s 
position that it would continue to 
fight to file last while remaining 
tudy to enter “unconditional 
peace negotiations if the U.S. 
stopped interfering with Arab 
affairs.” 

In Tunis, Iraqi Deputy Premier 
Saadonn Hamma rfi Ba ghdad 

wasready to study any call for an 
“uncondhional ,i ceasefire in 
Wiur. ' ^ 

“If any part, oir the aggressor;' 1 1 
asked for an unconditional end to 
hostilities, we would study it and 
would quickly say whether we 
would accept or not,” Dr. Ham- 
madi told a news co n fer e nce. 


U.N. 


: add: Mr. Arafat said in an 
interview pnMisfaed Monday that the 
Gulf war could reach the point of no 
return wi thin a week, coding aO 
hopes of a peaceful settlement. 

The FLO chairman was quoted as 
saying allied bombing was wrecking 
Iraq's infrastructure so thoroughly 
that President Saddam would soon 
find no reason to end the war. 

MkJeast Mirror, a London-based 
newsletter, quoted Mr. Arafat as 
saying: 

“He (President Saddam) would tell 
you, “why should I stop? I have 
nothing to lose.™ But the PLO chief 
•ho reiterated an earner forecast that 
Iraq oookl hold ont for three years if 
the war continues. 

“There is perhaps a maximum of a 
week left before Iraq reaches the 
point of no return,” Mr. Arafat was 
quoted as saying. 

* Mr. Arafat also was quoted as 
laying that missiles were being laun- 
ched into Iraq IfromlNacpb desert by 

■ - ui. 


brad, not from 
the allied c omm a n d rays. 

“These are bases on southern 
Palestine, m Naqib, from which un- 


ifies are being launched at western 
Iraq,” Mr. Arafat add the newsletter. 
“That is what made them (die allies) 

pfaiim that min gi W were frying !«im- 

cfaed from U.S. sombarines in the 
Red Sea.” 

“They think there is military ignor- 
ance among the Arabs. The fact is 
there are no submarinese with sea-to- 
land minks except those that carry 
endear warheads,” he was quoted as 
faying. 

Mr. Arafat also said Saudi Arabia 
accepted a PLO Gulf pe a ce plan 
before war broke out but was forced 
to drop it by the United Slates. 

Mr. Arafat said that Saudi Defence 
Minister Prince Sultan was re f errin g 
to PLO proposals when beseemed to 
suggest m October that Kuwait could 
concede land to Iraq. 

*T r ece i ved a h andwritte n amend- 
ment to (our initiative) from Saudi 
Arabia so tbe initiative was accepted 
even in Sawfi Arabia, and it was after 
that that P rin c e SnNim m«fc his 
statement,'’ Mr. Arafat said. 

“But the Americans moved im- 
mediately and exerted pressure on 
Saudi Arabia,” he added. 

The prince’s remarks triggered 
U.S. concern that Saudi Arabia might 
withdraw, from .the. alEapoe,-. against 
-'Iraq. He and,' they haaoefen 

, &mS 1 ^^a' ‘de&ed Mr.'ifeifJt’s 

statemen t later Monday. 

Mr. Arafat also said everyone 
stained with Iraqi blood from the 
Golf war wOl be punished. 

“The n mj aheed e n (holy fighters) 
will not be tolerant. Everyone whose 
hands have been stained with the 
blood of Iraq’s heroes will be 
punished,” he said in a speech broad- 
cast -from Algiers Sunday night on 
Voice of Palestine radio. 

“These are glorious days for our 
Arab Nation, becanse we are witnes- 
sing an epic of legendary steadfast- 
ness by the Iraqi people and valiant 
army under the command of my 
brother, tbe knight Saddam,” Mr. 
Arafat said. 

“It is the mother of battles for the 
sake of the mother of casnes, oar 
beloved Palestine,” he said in the 
speech. 

Missile 

(Continued from page 1) 

a notice that there was an alarm 
in Israel at that very moment. We 
evidently had a Scud hit in Israel 
that took place only a few mi- 
nutes ago,” Mr. Arens said. 

Mr. Arens said he gave Mr. 
Bush “a report on tbe sibsation in 
Israel during tbe present Gulf 


crisis,” including the extent of 
casualties and damag e from the 
misaV attacks 

The United States has supplied 
Patriot missile c rews to defend 
Israel, and Mr. Bosh has warmly 
praised tbe g ov e r nm ent of Prime 
Minister Yitzhak Shamir for its 
, restraint against the Iraqi attacks. 

Israel has said it win seek S13 
billion in aid from foe United 
States to help repair damage from 
Iraq’s attacks and to help cope 
with the flood of emigres from 
the Soviet Union. 

Air war 

(Continued from page 1) 

raids and said the scale of des- 
truction was greater than ax any 
time during the Iran-Iraq war. 

However, Baghdad Radio said 
that more than 60,000 allied air 
sorties since tbe be ginning of the 
war “have reaped nothing but 
disappointment and failure.” 

The order for 17-year-old male 
rrt ,.stiMfente^tq.. report to' military 
consim^tioh offi^s wa£ foe first 
change" m foe requirefnents for 
mandatory military service since 
Iraq lowered the age from 18 to 
17 in January. But at the time the 
change applied only to 17 year 
olds who had dropped out of 
school. 

In other developments: 

— Iraq apparen tly has moved 
two captured U.S. soldiers — a 
man and woman — to Bast?, a 
U.S. Defence Department offi- 
cial said. 

The official said an Iraqi pris- 
oner of war (PoW) described 
taking tbe two Americans to Bas- 
ra. 

The Iraqi captive’s description 
appeared to match that of MeUssa 
Rathbun-Nealy, 30, the only 
female American prisoner of war, 
and David Lockett, 23, the Pen- 
tagon official said, confirming a 
report broadcast Sunday by a 
U.S. TV network. 

The two Americans were de- 
clared missing on Feb. 1 after 
disappearing on a road in Saudi 
Arabia near the Kuwait border. 

The Iraqi PoW said be has 
responsible for transferring the 
two Americans along with a 
group of Saudi prisoners to Bas- 


ra. In the opening days of the 
Gulf war, Iraq raid American 
p ri s oners were being moved to 
strategic sites likely to be hit by 
allied warplanes. 


Bush 


(Continued from page 1) 

creating a link between the two situa- 
tions is SaiiHawi Hussein The 

Iraqi position is creating a sort of 
connection between the permanence 
of the regime and tbe achievement of 
the goals set out by the United 
Nations.” 

Mr. Hurd rejected as “misguided” 
tbe concern expressed by Soviet Pres- 
ident Mikhail Gorbachev that the 
allies might go beyond their UN- 
mandatc and destroy Iraq. 

“Our objective is to liberate 
Kuwait and to facilitate that by 
weakening mH logis- 

tics of the aggressive aufitaiy machine 
which is occupying Kuwait,” he said. 
“The objectives which are irrelevant 
to that pu i poae are not being pur- 
sued.” 

Mr. Bush Sunday that he 

saw no change in Iraqi President 
Saddam Hussein’s attitude towards 
thb Gulf war. .. li 

Mr. Bush said the Iraqi leader’s 
address Sunday on Baghdad Radio 
showed he had no inclination towards 
withdrawing from Kuwait. 

“I beard a summary of Saddam 
Hussein, I didn't hear a word about 
withdrawing from Kuwait,” Mr. Bosh 
told rep ort e rs at the White House. 
“Of course, that’s what the whole 
world is wanting to hear.” 

In Bonn, John Major, on his first 
official visit to Germany since becom- 
ing Britain’s pri m e minister , said 
Bonn and London were united in 
their support Cor foe Gulf war and 
demands for Iraq’s withdrawal from 
Kuwait. 

“We both share a complete com- 
mitment to meeting iB of the Secur- 
ity Council resotatkxis." Mr. Major 
said after two hours of talks with 
Chancellor Helmut Kohl. 

“It is now in the hands of Iraq and 
its president exclusively to restore 
peace as quickly as possible,” Mr. 
Kohl told reporters in a brief news 
co nferen ce after their meeting. 

Meanwhile, Foreign Minister 
Hans-Dietrich G cm du ar prepared to 
fly to the Middle East Tuesday to 
dnenss the possibility of more Ger- 
man aid to countries affected by die 
Gulf war. 

In otter diplomatic efforts, Mr. 
Gcnscher’s office announced he 
would meet with banian Foreign 
Minister Ah Akbar Velayati in Bonn 
on Feb. 18. 


A ministry spokesman said their 
fiw were expected to ce n tr e on tbe 
Golf war and possibilities for a Mid- 
dle East peace process after the con- 
flict ends. 

Mr. Genscher will meet in Cairo 
Tuesday with President Hosni 
Mubarak. On Wednesday, Mr. Gens- 
cher flies to Damascus to meet with 
Syrian President Hafez A1 Assad, and 
on Thursday he wiQ be in Amman for 
talfca with His Majesty King Hussein. 

Syrian Vice-President Abdul Halim 
Khaddam stressed Sunday that Syria 
remained irrevocably opposed to 
Iraq’s occupation of Kuwait, and said 
no initiativ e to end tbe war would 
oiPM fi i until Ba ghdad withdrew. 

Mr. Khaddam, in his first speech 
since tbe war broke out Jan. 17, 
defended bis country’s a gainst 
Iraq, saying that Syria could not side 
with the aggressor against the victim. 

“Furthermore, (Syria) cannot 
accept tbe use of force as a principle 
in solving Arab di fference,” he said, 
addmg that Iraq's alleged historical 
claim to Kuwait only served to trigger 
a whirlpool of bloody wars and con- 
flicts in the region. 

“No initiative will be successful 
until Iraq, withdraws from Kuwait in 
r .tine 'with Arab ate inter national re- 
- - -solutions.” hq. sakC spcajang at a 
meeting of the ruling Baath Party 
Iff tefT ^hi p in Damascus. 

Baghdad 

(Contfaroed from page 1) 

their rotten blood,” it added in an 
editorial. 

Dr. Hammadi told Libyan 
leader Mnammar Qadhafi that 
Baghdad has chosen to fight, 
Libya’s news agency JANA said 
Monday. 

Colonel Qadhafi met with Dr. 
Hammadi in Libya Sunday night, 
JANA reported. Dr. Hammadi 
had fiown to Libya from Amman. 

JANA said Dr. Hammadi told 
foe news agency that he had told 
Col. Qadhafi that “Iraq had 
opted for fighting and that it was 
ready to defend its sovereignty 
and its choices.” 

In tbe JANA dispatch, Dr. 
Hammadi was quoted as saying 
that “oar situation following the 
aggression is strong, good and 
sofid despite tbe civilian casual- 
ties inflicted upon us.” 

- JANA said Dr. Hammadi de- 
parted from Libya from the coas- 
tal city of Benghazi at midday. 


JORDAN TIMES, TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 12, 1991 _5: 

Geneva Conventions permit 
Iraq’s war ruses 


By Claude Regin 
Rearer 

GENEVA — Iraqi leader Sad- 
dam Hussein may not be 
everyone’s idea of a knight in 
shining armour but not all the 
tricks he has resorted to in the 
Gulf war so far are dirty. 


Some are admissible under in- 
ternational war laws and are as 
old as the Trojan boise, which 
the Greek army used to infiltrate 
and conquer troy after a 10-year 
siege in about the 12fo century 
BC. 

Iraq has said it would send 
captured allied servicemen to 
strategic rites, effectively using 
them as human shields to deter 
enemy fire. This is strictly prohi- 
bited by international war treaties 
which Baghdad is pledged to 
observe. 

Bnt to deploy aircraft, missile 
launchers and tanks to induce foe 
allied air forces into thinking they 
are hitting the real thing is 
accepted as a normal war ruse. 

In foe early days of the Gulf 
war, allied aircraft are believed to 
have destroyed a number of such 
targets made of wood and other 
materials supplied to Iraq by spe- 
cialised Western firms. 

Using decoys and other roses is 
as old as war itself. In his “art of 
warfare,” written 2,300 years 
ago, Chinese strategist Sun Tzu 
wrote: “all wars are based on 
rose.” 

The Geneva Conventions of 
1949, a set of rules designed to 
make war less cruel, make it quite 
dear there is nothing morally or 
'legally wrong with Iraq’s ploys. 

“Ruses of war are not prohi- 


bited,” states article 37 of a pro- 
tocol to foe treaties. 

It defines them as acts intended 
to mislead an adversary but which 
infringe no rule of intenational 
law. It cites as examples foe use of 
camouflage, decoys, mock opera- 
tions and misinformation. 

But foe same article of the 
Geneva Convention prohibits 
what it calls “acts of perfidy.” 
Misuse of the enemy’s 
emblems and that of the red cross 
or red crescent is also banned. So 
is “tbe use of the flags or foe 
military emblems, insignia or uni- 
forms of adverse parties while 
engaging in attacks or in order to 
shield, favour, protect or impede 
military operations.” 

The use of a red cross ambu- 
lance by a Lebanese command in 
1985 daring one of many bloody 
episodes of Lebanon’s civil -war 
was a dear example of perfidy. It 
was denounced as such by foe 
International Committee of the 
Red Cross (ICRQ at the time. 

“The protocol is based largely 
on century-old unwritten laws," 
says Jean-Philippe Lavoyer, a 
legal expert with foe ICRC which 
monitors compliance with foe 
Geneva Conventions. 

The historical background goes 
as far badges the middle ages and 
codes of honour which set rigid 
rules when knights dashed in 


tournaments. 

A 14th century Arab classic on 
military strategy gives foe follow- 
ing advice: “don’t hesitate to use 
ruse in w-ar because it enables you 
to reach your objective in a more 
certain manner than in a bloody, 
dose combat battle.” 

Closer to our era, Prussian 
general and military theoretician 
Carl von Clausewitz, who fought 
Napoleon's armies, wrote: “de- 
spite the: changes the great art of 
of wafare has undergone since 
foe Greeks the term of strategy 
still evokes ruse.” 

What the protocol says, basi- 
cally, is that the law of armed 
conflict requires a baric minimum 
of fairness on the part of the 
combatants, Lavoyer said. 

many States, including Iraq it- 
self, have not signed the docu- 
ment. “But most have pledged to 
abide by its provisions,” he 
added. 

Tbe line can be thin between 
what constitutes an act of perfidy 
and what can be considered an 
acceptable ruse under war laws. 

During Hitler’s 1944 offensive 
in the Ardennes region of France 
in World War II, German sol- 
diers brought up in the United 
States and wearing U.S. uniforms 
were parachuted behind allied 
lines. 

Their mission: to give, false 
indications on German troop 
movements to the allies. They 
were unmasked and sentenced to 
heavy prison terms by a U.S. 
military court, but cleared after 
appealing. 

They had committed an act of 
perfidy by wearing enemy uni- 
forms. But no violence was used 
and foe appeal court ruled that 
theirs was a misinformation mis- 
sion, an acceptable ruse, rather 
than an act of war. 


Bush’s pre-emptive strike 


By Laurence McQuillan 
Reuter 

WASHINGTON — President 
George Bush’s new federal 
budget amounts to a pre- 
emptive uiHcg against demo- 
crate 'ahead of : foe 1992U-S. . 
[ !t prdadchtjaf. 1 Campaign, ‘ with 
the republican leader frying to 
Vj ‘ f 66untef ' anticipated political 1 

aWadni. 

In sending Congress a $1.45- 
trillion spending plan for foe 
1992 financial year beginning 
Oct. 1, Bush is advertising a 
commitment to better educa- 
tion, improved bousing and 
more money for the head start 
programme to help needy 
youth. 

By trimming health-care 
subsidies for those earning 
more than $125,000 a year, the 
budget seeks for tbe first time 
in Bush’s presidency to counter 
the “fairness issue” the demo- 
crats have used to portray re- 
publicans as the “rish man’s 
party” since the days of Bush’s 
predecessor Ronald Reagan. . 

Since last week’s State of tbe 
Union address and Monday's 
federal budget proposal. Bush 
has — as one congressional 
aide put it — “been busy out- 
democrating foe democrats.” 
Robert Byrd, the liberal 
West Virginia De m o cra t who 
chairs the Senate Appropria- 
tions Committee, said : “in 
some ways, tbe document the 
ad minis t ra tion submitted re- 


flects initiatives I’ve been 
championing for years.” 

Senior White House officials 
acknowledge privately that 
they are sensitive to the fact 
that Bush is e xpected to seek 
re-election to a second four- 
year term in. November 1992. 

. .. ‘Docc you pass the mid-way 
. point (in a presiden t ial term) 
the politics seem to heat ipj” 
one White House official raid 
of die budget process. 

Oddly, the 1992 campaign is 
dower getting started than re- 
cent ones. No major democrat 
has declared candidacy or even 
started a real buildup, to dec- 
laration, possibly because 
Bush has enjoyed great popu- 
larity and there are so many 
political uncertainties. 

All sides agree the outcome 
of the Gulf war and efforts to 
reverse the economic recession 
wOl be essential to determining 
the length of Bush’s presiden- 
cy. 

As those factors unfold, he 
has been mapping out ways to 
deal with the other issues that 
will figure in the camp aign. 

In remarks to state gov- 
ernors on Monday, Bush stres- 
sed the need to enhance the 
quality of U.S. public educa- 
tion. 

By shearing such issues, he 
“has begun to lay the ground- 
work fix- the 1992 election,”' 
said Stuart Eizenstat, the 
d o mestic policy adviser to for- 
mer president Jimmy Carter, 


foe last democrat in the White 
House. 

“He has rhetorically 
embraced tbe agenda that the 
democrats would like to have 
as a central feature of their 
1992 campaign,” Eizenstat 
.raid. 

Stephen Wayne, a George- 
town University professor who 
specialises in electoral politics, 
agrees that the budget strategy 
takes account of fixe next pres- 
idential election. 

“I think Bush is atte mp t ing 
to stake out a republican 
domestic position that demons- 
trates he’s concerned about 
what life is like in the United 
States without having a high 
price tag on many of those 
programmes," Wayne said. 

“Clearly, George Bush was 
elected because of the sense 
that things were pretty good in 
the United States and part of 
the criterion for his re-election 
wOl be those conditions.” 

Bush has tried to anticipate 
foe democrat's domestic policy 
attacks and deflect them — 
particularly accusations that be 
lacks a sofid vision of bow to 
make America better. 

When Bush called in tbe 
State of the Union for art in 
foe capital gains tax rate, a 
move democrats call a give- 
away to the rich, be hedged 
quickly by naming Federal Re- 
serve Chairman Alan Greens- 
pan to head a review of the 
proposaL 
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ALWAYS CHOOSE 
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PACKING, AIR FREIGHT 
FORWARDING, DOOR- to 
DOOR SERVICES AND 
DELIVERIES .CUSTOMS 
CLEARANCE . TICKETS 
AND. RESERVATIONS. 
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INT’L EST. 
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Eji/KAwrc 
The first ft best 
Chinese Restaurant 
fan Jordan 

1st Circle. Jabai Amman, near 

Ahliyyah Girts School 



Open daily 12:00-3:30 

p.m. 

6:30-Midoight 

TbL 438968 




authentic 

CHINESE 
CUISINE 

elegant 

colorful atmosphere 

moderate price* 
shemisjni_tel :66U2HJ 
(closed on mondayS) 




' CHEN’S N 
CHINESE 
RESTAURANT 

Mecca Street, Yarmouk 
Engineers' Housing 
Estate, near Kilo 

Supermarket , 

Mongolian Barbequefor 
Lunch Friday only 
Tel: 81*214 

Come and taste our 
specialities 

Open daily 12:00 - 3:30 
p.m. 

v 6:30 - Midnight y 


STUDIO HAIG 

\ 

Professional Quality in 
1 Hour Servicb 
Develop your colour film at 
our shop and get:- 

* JUMBO photo 
stem 30 % Sargmr 

• From on targm- 
20 x 30 cm 


Shmeisani - Opp. Grindlays 
Bank. Phone: 604042 
Swefieh tel: 823891 





jffft 


FIRST CLASS INDIAN 


Special Executive Luncheon s 

Take away service 
available 

Open Daily 12.30-330 pm 
7.30-11.30 pm 

After the Philadelphia Hotel 
Towards 3rd circle 


Tel: 659519 659520 



nt & Sale _ 

Many villas and apartments! 
are available for rent andl 
sale - furnished or unfur-j 
nished. 

Also many lots of land are| 
available for sale. 

For further details, please) 
calf 

lAbdonn Real 


ITel. 810605, 810609, 
Fax: 810520. 


£ 

■“ -* ‘ ** 
77ft- Regency PokiCc Hold 

PRESS 

CENTER 

Facilities 


3 * 


LOOKING 
FOR A PLACE 
TO RENT IN 
WEST AMMAN 

CALL SOHA 
AT 


00 


A0° 


Saadi Real Estate 
687821/22 


The First Class Hotel in 
Amman that has a 
Kitchenette in every 
room-.! 


HAItOTEL 

,1 j£«jI|I= 


Amman -Tel 668193 
P O. Box 9403 - Fax 602434 
Telex 23888 DAROTL JO 

Ideal Residence For 

Exoatriates and 

Businessmen 


For the best 
for your 
MONEY... 
ADVERTISE 
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Maradona calls truce 


witli Napoli Cahill beats Gilbert for San Francisco title 

“ _ — to. gnrvivB 


IT MAY be too late to change the 
course of the season, but peace 
seems to have settled over the 
troubled Napoli Soccer Qnb. 

“We've returned to reality," 
said Argentine ace Diego Mam- 
dona, who after being excluded 
from the Napoli roster in mid- 
week returned to the lineup Sun- 
day to score twice on penalty 
lacks, propelling the Naples Cub 
to a rousing 4-2 home: victory 
against Parma. 

“We’ve returned to tire reality 
of the past seven years. When 
nobody left San Paolo unbowed. 
Law and order have been res- 
tored. here in Naples.” 

Last year’s first division cham- 
pion, Napoli now has 19 points, 
and trails league-leaders Interna- 
tionale of Milan and Stimpdoria 
of Genoa by nine. 

Inter slipped past Torino 1-0 
Sunday on Jurgen Klinsmann's 
10th goal of the season. Samp- 
doria won 3-0 away from borne 
against Bologna. 

Juventus of Turin, which 
downed Cesena 3-0, and AC 
Milan, which drew 0-0 against 
Fiorentina, are \n a second place 
tie with 27 points, one point 
behind the leaders. 

Perhaps nothing short of a 
miracle can undo the dissa point- 
er ent that hangs over this year's 
Napoli. Eliminated from the 
European Champion’s Cup at 
Moscow, out of the running for 
the first division title after just 
two months, rent by Maradona's 
demands to leave the club and his 
game of hide-and-seek with team 
officials, Napoli was a house di- 
vided. 


Spirits had sunk so low that 
veteran goahender Giovanni Gal- 
ti, normally a prudent man, said 
he no longer felt any motivation 
to play for Napoli and expressed 
his wish to be released at the end 
of the season. 

Gain’s admission drew the ire 
of coach Alberto Bigon and many 
of his teammates, especially 
Brazilian striker Careca, who 
openly criticised the goal tender. 

Against Parma, the entire team 
enjoyed a rare moment of 

European soccer 

euphoria. Maradona, who took a 
cortisone injection before the 
match to alleviate his chronic 
back pain, dictated the pace with 
brilliant passing and short, effec- 
tive bursts of speed. Young mid- 
fielder Gianfranco Zola teamed 
with Maradona and Careca on the 
attack, stirring up memories of the 
“trident" of seasons past 

“I cleared up a lot of issues 
with Bigon," said Maradona after 
the match. “He told me that the 
team needed me, and I replied 
that I needed the team. From 
now on I only want to think about 
my teammates." « 

This is not the fiist time the Napoli 
captain has resolved to end his 
wicked ways. But Maradona ga^P 
proof of his newborn altruism 
when he insisted that Careca take 
Napoli’s third penalty shot after 
referee Rosario Lo Bello whistled 
a band violation against Parma 
stopper Luigi Apolloni. 

On the penalty kick, Careca 


beat fellow Brazilian Claudio 
Taffarel to bring the score to 4-1 
Napoli. But instead of rushing to 
rejoice before the home fans. 
Careca raced the length of the 
field to snuff out any smoldering 
embers from his midweek dispute 
with Galli. The two teammates 
sealed the pact with an energetic 
handshake. 

“Diego just kept od insisting 
that I take the shot," said the 
Br azilian - “I didn't want to. I told 
him that he was our penalty 
kicker. He wouldn't take no for 
an answer. But this is the team 
die way I want it. With no more 

Marseille recovers flair 
In France, leagne champions 

Marseille recovered their flair 
with 1-0- victory at Paris St Ge- 
main, their first away win for 
nearly three months and first at 
the Paris chib for 13 years. 

“We're getting better and bet- 
ter every match," said Belgian 
coach Raymond Goethals, reas- 
sured ahead of next month’s 
European Cup quarter-final dash 
against champions AC Milan. 

“We were looking for some- 
thing and I feel we have found it: 
We have played a simple and 
basic game, which led us to our 
best away match this season,” 
midfielder .Bernard Pardo added. 

Marseille’s recovery owed a lot 
of to Englan d’s Chris Wad- 
dle, who even conquered the 
hostile Paris crowd. 

In the first half, Waddle took 
advantage of a break in play to 


Johnson wins 60-metre race in Osaka 


OSAKA, Japan (AP) — Ben 
Johnson edged Cuba's Simon in a 
photo finish Monday to win the 
Yomhxri Gritose indoor track and 
field meet. 

It was the second first-place 
finish in four starts this season for 
Johnson, who is trying to make a 
comeback after z two-year ban 
from track for failing a drug test 
at the Seoul Olympics in 1988. - 

Both Simon, the world indoor 
60-metre champion at 632 in 
1989, and Johnson were docked 
at 6.64 seconds in the 60 Monday, 
lead throughout the race, 
appeared to have gotten a foot 
and possible a shoulder over the 
finish line first. 

But after examining photos J of 
the finish for about 30 minutes, 
-judges ruled Johnson had -iron 
because his torso, the part of the 
body that counts, crossed the 
finish before Simon’s. 

Their announcement drew 
boos from some of the 12,000 


fans at the Osaka Castle Hall. 

“I thought be won,” Johnson 
said. “It was a very tight race, but 
I think they made a good choice." 

Simon, however, filed a protest 
and, after it was rejected, said he 
was unhappy with the result 

“This was a very important 
race for me," he said. “I (fid very 
well and I think I won. I am very 
sad that it comes to this." 

Johnson, who was stripped of 
his gold medal and world record 
in the 100 metre after the Seoul 
Olympic Games, began his com- 
eback on Jan. 11. He finished 
second in his first two races and 
won the third. 

The 29-year-old Canadian 
sprinter, who won this meet three 
years straight beginning in 1985, 
earned -roughly $100,000 for 
Monday’s race. 

Also Monday, world record 
bolding high jumper Javier Soto- 
mayor of Cuba set a new meet 
record of 234 metres (7 feet, 8 


inches), beating Romania's Sorin 
Matei, who cleared 2.31 (7-7). 
The former record was 2.31 
metres (7-7) set by Swedish jum- 
per Patrik Sjoberg. 

Though Sotomayer’s best jump 
in four indoor meets so far this 
year, it was well below his indoor 
record of 2.43 metres (7-11V4), 
set in 1989. 

The lanky 23-year-old is 
also the only high jumper to dear 
8 feet (2.44 metres), also in 1989. 

“I need to concentrate on my 
technique," Sotomayor said 
through an interpre te r. “The sur- 
face was very good here but I fah 
some discomfort in my left leg.” 

America’s Evelyn Ashford 
came from behind in the women's 
60 metres to defeat world record 
hoder Nelie .Cooman of the 
Netherlands. Ashford finished 
the race in 732 seconds, while 
Cooman, who set the world re- 
cord of 7.00 in 1989, ran a dose 
735. 


shake hands with Paris St Ger- 
main's coach Henri Michel before 
joggling with the ball to the 
cheers of the spectators. 

Halfway through the second 
half, be emulatd Cameroon's Ro- 
ger Milla with an improm p tu 
rumba before kicking a comer 
which ted defender BasOe Boli to 
score foe winner. 

“Waddle was' by far the best 
player on foe pitch. Spectacular 
and relaxed. A virtuoso.” foe 
sports daily L'Equipe said Mon- 
day. 

Atletico Madrid beats 
Real Valladolid 

German midfield star Bemd 
Schuster was the toast of the town 
in Madrid after two touches that 
brought Atletico a 24) win over 
Real Valladolid. 

With a 0-0 draw looking certain 
six minutes from the end of a 
dreary game, Schuster lifted the 
gloom with a cracking 30-metre 
goal from a free kick and five 
minutes later sent through a per- 
fect pass for Alfredo Santa to 
score the second. 

“Schuster fixed it," was the 
verdict of a Madrid sports paper 
on a victory which kept Atletico 
in second place, three points be- 
hind leaders Barcelona. 

“We had to sweat blood.” said 
Schuster. “We showed we can 
still win even when we play bad- 
ly." 

Real Madrid slipped to 10 
points off the pace in fourth place 
by dropping a point away to Real 
Mallorca. 


Coach: 
Bubka can 


SAN FRANCISCO (AP) — Au- 
stralian Darren Cahill won his 
second singles tide in seven years 
as a professional by defeating 
Brad Gilbert 6-2, 3-6, 6-4 in the 
championship match of the 
Volvo-San Francisco Tourna- 
ment Sunday. 

Playing a strong serve-and- 
volley game, Cahill, 25, survived 
foe assortment of spins, lobs and 
chan g e s of pace thrown at him 
by Gilbert, seeded third in the 
tournament and ranked 10th in 
the world. 

The match turned after Gilbert 
lost his cool over a line call in the 
10th game of the third set Serv- 
ing at 30-30 down 4-5, Gilbert 
delivered a first serve that was 
called wide by the linesperson. 

Gilbert screamed, “No. No. 


God. that was inside foe line,” 
then whacked the net with bis 
racket in disgust when it was 
ruled foe call would stand. 

Cahill, foe no. 6 seed, then set 
up match point with a cross-court 
forehand winner, and took the 
match with one of his best standi 
of foe match at the net 

The Australian made two great 
gets, one with a forehand volley, 
then second with his backhand. 
On ■Gilbert’s; third try at a pas- 
sing shot# Cahill dumped a back- 
hand volley into. the forehand 
court beyond Gilbert’s reach for 
his first singles championship in 
nearly three years. 

Cahill, who defeated John 
McEnroe in the third round and 
his Davis Cup teammate WaDy 
Masur to reach the finaU, earned 


yw ann for his victory in foe in- 
door tournament played at the 
San Francos© Civic Auditorium. 

ranked 48th m foe world, 
won bis only other singles title in 
1988 on day in Gstaad, Switzer- 
land. 

Gilbert, who defeated top- 

seeded Andre Agassi ta foe wan*- 

finals, earned $19,090 as the 
tournament's runner-up. Gilbert, 
from nearby Rwdmont, Ca^ 
win, won tins tournament m 1989. 

r»hin started quickly, taking 
foe first set in 29 minutes. He 
broke Gflbcrfs serve in the first 
gama and went ahead 5-2 by 
breaking Gilbert a g ai n in the 
seventh game. 

Gilbert recovered in the second 
set, breaking Cahill in the second 

game to take a 2-0 lead. He then 
held on, winning game five after 


surviving force break points. In 
foe ninth game of the set, Gilbert 
went ahead 40-15 and then 
needed five set points before 
evening the match at one set 
apiece. 

Tm very excited to win,” said 
Cahill. “It’s probably the best 
I’ve, ever played. I served and 
volleyed well and didn’t make 
many unforced errors. 

“All foe work IVe done finally 
paid off for me today,” be added. 

“He played well today ” sad 
Gilbert. “All week king I hadn’t 
played someone who consistently 
i ni rtf. in to the net. He kept me 
off balance.” 

“X was unlucky in the third 
set,*? Gilbert said. 'T wasn’t able 
to come , up with the foots when I 
needed to. 


At 40, U.S. track star enjoying run at the mile 


still go 
higher 


Capriati begins 2nd year on tour 


CHICAGO (AP) — Ninth- 
ranked Jennifer Capriati begins 
her second year on the pro circuit 
in elite company — she’s one of 
four in foe Virginia Shins of 
Chicago tournament’s 28-player 
field with a first-round bye. 

The 14-year-old Capriati, 
seeded fourth, will take the 
courts Tuesday against foe win- 
ner of the tourney's first match 
Monday, which pits Robin White 
against second-year professional 
Tami Whitfinger. 

White, ranked 66th in the 
world, faces 8 1st- ranked WhMio- 
ger in one of five first-round 
matches at the University of Illi- 
nois at Chicago Pavilion. Whitlin- 
ger was the top U.S. coDegiate 
player in 1989 and reached the 
quarterfinals of the Chicago 
event last year. 

The only seeded player to see 
action Monday, France’s Natha- 
lie Tauziat, rated 16th in the 


world, meets 51 st-ranked Eli- 
zabeth Smylie, Australia. 

Tauziat, seeded eighth, also 
made it to the 1990 Chicago 
Slims* quarterfinals. 

In other first-round action, 
Ann Grossman plays Gigi Fer- 
nandez, Anne Smith feces Mary 
Lou Daniels, and Pam Stutver 
takes on Meridith McGrath. 

The winner of the Shriver- 
McGrath match has to battle the 
tourney's 10-time champion, 
Martina Navratilova, in a second- 
round match Wednesday. 

The top-seeded Navratilova, 
getting an opening-round bye, is 
ranked third in the world. 

Shriver, rated fourth in 1987, is 
now down to 42nd, a fell in the 
ratings mainly due to injuries. 

Other byes were given to the 
second seed, Katerina Maleeva, 
and third seeded Jana Novotna. 

Maleeva's first action comes 
against the winner of the 


Grossman-Fernandez match and 
Novotna gets her first test against 
the winner of a match Tuesday 
between Helen Kelesi and 
Andrea Strnadova, an 18-year- 
old newcomer from Czechoslova- 
kia. 

The $350,000 tournament runs 
through Sunday. 


Mutin’ Jeff 


MOSCOW (R) — Sergei Bubka, 
who broke his own pole vault 
world indoor record at the 
weekend, is confident he can 
jump still higher and will prob- 
ably dominate this year's com- 
petitions, a Soviet coach said 
Monday. 

“He is well - pr epare d now and 
... if all conditions are right, he 
can jump still higher,” said 
Vadim Zelencbyonok, chief 
coach of the Soviet athletics 
team. 1 

“There is no doubt Bubka will 
be one of foe main contenders for 
all this year’s top competitions. 
He surely flunks so." 

Bubka himself was unavailable 
for comment. 

Bubka soared to 6.08 metres 
Saturday at a meeting in Volgog- 
rad, bettering the indoor record 
of 6.05. The vault was- two cen- 
timetres higher than his world 
outdoor record of 6.06. 

After setting the indoor record 
in Moscow last March he bad a 
very cnnnpressjve season. He en- 
tered a handful of competitions 
and showed only a shadow of foe 
form that had made him foe 
undisputed world number one 
pole vaolter for five years. 


NEW YORK (AP) — Rod Dixon 
has ridden the track rollercoaster 
up by competing in race from 800 
metres to the marathon. Now he 
has taken the plunge back down 
to the mile — and he's enjoying 
the dizzying, exfaiHrating ride. 

Dixon, who turned 40 in July, 
is competing in foe Runner’s 
World Masters MDe circuit. 

In his U.S. Masters Mile debut 
on Feb. 1 in the MiUrose Games 
at Madison Square Garden, Dix- 
on went under the world indoor 
record with a time of 4 minutes, 
1332 seconds, but had to settle 
for second place, behind Wilson 
Waigwa of Kenya, who clocked 
4:13.05. 

That supplanted the record of 
Canadian Dave Stewart, wbo had 
run 4:15.17 last year. 

Dixon and Waigwa met again a 
week ago in foe Mobil I Invita- 
tional at Fairfax, Virginia, and 
again a record fell. Larry 
Aimberg broke foe U.S. Masters 
Mile record, winning in 4:16.00, 
while Waigwa finished second 
and Dixon, bothered by a tendon 
injury to his left leg suffered 
during warmups, was eighth. 

Dixon is still competing be- 
cause of his genuine enthusiasm 
for running. 

“I'm in it because I love my 
sport," the New Zealander said. 
“There’s something exciting hap- 
pening in masters running. It’s 
just like (the seniors) golf (tour). 
Take Bob Charels (also of new 
Zealand) and Jack Nicklatis. 
They don’t play for the moneys 
They play because they love to 
play.”' 

Dixon also is ranmng because be 
has “a mission'’ — to become the 
first masters toiler to break four 
minutes. 

‘1 was desperate to do it last 
year, but I made mistakes," he 
said. “I had hoped to make his- 
tory last summer. 

“I had my bags packed to go to 
Oxford, England, and run on the 
track where Roger Bannister had 
made history (running the first 
sub-four minute mile in 1954). 

“But I got pouemotria. The 
illness wiped out my summer. I 
came batik in the fell, and my 
desire for a four-minute mile had 
not diminished. ” 

Dixon made his masters mile 


debut in October and beat Waig- 
wa by 14 seconds on an uphill 
- road race in San Francisco. But 
Waigwa, a three-time Olympian, 
still holds the world outdoor mas- 
ters record of 4:0539. 

Dixon already has some sub- 
four mfrmte mDes to his outfit — 
but in his younger days, when he 
was .one of the world's most 
diversified runners. His fastest 
was 333.6. He is the only « »nngr 
in history to break four m in utes 
for foe mile and 2:09 for the 
marathon, having won the 
dramatic 1983 New York City 
Marathon in 2:08:59 by overtak- 
ing Britain's Geoff Smith in the 
final 385 yards. 

The postrace scene provided 
some memorable moments. After 
crossing the line in Central 
Park, Dixon fell to his knees and 
kissed -the ground, then wildly 
waved both hands into the air. 
Smith collapsed. 

“It was the greatest thrill of my 
life," Dixon said at foe time. '“It: 
was the best executed race I had 
ever run." 

On reconsideration now, he 
puts winning foe bronze medal at 
1300 metres in the 1972 Olym- 
pics ahead of that achievement. 

“Going into the Olympics, I 
was ranked 43rd (in the world in 
the 1300), he said. “I figured 
what chance did I have of getting 
through my first heat when they 
were only taking the top two and 
Jnn”Rytm and Kip Keino were 
both in that heat?” 

But'fc/un foil add Dixon 
moved 'ahead, ' and eventually. 
'■ reached "foe final. 

“Just to get to the final was 
unbelievable,” said the person- 
able Dixon. 

Four years later, in foe 1976 
games, Dixon experienced his 
biggest disappointment by not 
winning the gold medal in the 
5,000. 

“I should have won it,"’ he 
said. “None of those guys (in the 
final) had beaten me before the 
Olympics and none of them beat 
.me after." 

However, Dixon did not run a 
smart race, running wide wnsteeri 
of toward the inside of die track 
and wound up fourth. 

“After that, I said, ‘could I' 


GOREN BRIDGE 


WITH OMAR SHARIF 
& TAN N AH HIRSCH 

. TB9G tribune SwvlCM. Inc. 


GIVE ONE, TAKE A FEW 


North -South vulnerable. South 
deals. 

NORTH 
*863 
'03 
v Q 8 2 
* A K J 8 2 
WEST EAST 

* 52 * A 97 

7 K J 10 9 8 7 ?6 

0 J 6 4 '■ A 10 9 3 

+ 95 + 10 7643 

SOUTH 
+ K Q J 10 4 
~ A 5 4 2 

;k?s 

.* Q 

The bidding: 

South West North East 

1 * Pass 2 * Pass 

2 7 Dbl 2 * Pass 

4 * Pass Pass Dbi 

Pass Pass Pass 

Opening lead: Nine of * 

One of the quickest and most ac- 
curate car dpla vers we know is Brit- 
ain’s John GoUings- It took him all 
of five seconds to find the winning 
line on this deal. 

The auction was natural. West’s 
double of two hearts was for penal- 
ties, showing long hearts, which 
suggested North would have no 


wasted values in that suit. Hence. 
South’s slightly aggressive jump to 
four spades. 

West led the nine of dubs, won in 

the closed hand. The king of spades 
lost to the ace, dummy playing the 
ax, and back came the six of hearts. 
Since that was almost surely a sin- 
gleton, declarer rose with the ace. 

Everything pointed to East being 
long in the minors. Also. East had 
to have the ace of diamonds for the 
penalty double. That was all the in- 
formation Collings needed to come 
up with a spectacular play. 

Declarer cashed the queen of 
trumps, to which both defenders 
followed and on which the table’s 
eight was jettisoned. Then came the 
four of trumps! 

To everyone's surprise. East had 
won a second trump trick, but hav- 
ing the lead was not an Unalloyed 
pleasure. With nothing but minor- 
suit cards left. East was forced to 
give declarer access to dummy. If 
the defender .chose to exit with a 
dub. declarer would get four dis- 
cards on the table’s clubs and lose 
only one diamond. A diamond exit 
would give declarer three club tricks 
and two diamonds. Either way, 10 
tricks were sure. 



have that one back, please?’” he 

said, la ughing . 

pointing the mDc in under four 
p ii n u tei gain will not be easy, 
Dixon said. 

“I think 1:10 is well within my 
range,” be said. “But four mi- 
nutes? I think that will be hard... 

a lot harder than I first imagined. 


“I know how to race, but the 
body has forgotten. Fve been 
working 16 months to get that old 
Bpprfclc b ac k-.- that old fire.” 
Dixon, a four-time Olympian 
and ranked no. 1 in the world at 
5,000 metres in 1975, has no 
ambitions to return to marathon- 
ing. 


Horoscope not received 


THE BETTER HALF. 


By Harrif 


§ 


“Women like mysterious men, 
Stanley. But you're not mysterious, 
you’re just weird.” 


Unscramble then four Jumbles, 
one letter to each square, to form 
four onlnary words. 


THdT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
m by Henri Arnold and Bob Lae 

[How’s your garden coming along? | 

l -J' \mn i 


KALCH 


THAPC 


DEXOUS 


CAPUTE 


Print answer hen: 


THE ONLY THIN© 
THAT'S EVER 
KAI5EE7 ON SOME 
CITY LANJ7. 


Now arrange foe circled letters to 
form foe surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 


Saturday's 


(Answers tomorrow) 

Jumbles: ROUSE ELATE VENDOR LEDGER 


Answer Some people, when I 
conversation N 


"hold" a 
R LET GO 


THE Daily prossword » Peter Swift 


ACROSS 
1 Football ploy 
5 Eskimo 
10 Proficient 
14 Acknowledge 


16 Legal action 

17 Blushing 

19 — of Man 

20 Acrobat’s bar 

21 Unkempt 
23 Loch — 

25 Let 

28 Choreographer 
de Mllle 
31 Indians 


(monopolize) 
35 Impassive 
38 Dundee native 

37 Tennis serve 

38 Nonchalant 

42 Ampersand 

43 Finished 

44 Indigent 

45 Pasture 
48 Choppers 

47 Yes -1 

48 Detroit lemon 
50 Proofreader's 

. word 

52 Biting insects 
55 Manage 
60 Reed 
Instrument 
62 Quite III 
8* - off (foist 
upon] 

65 Spirit In "The 
Tempest" 

66 Floating lee 

67 Whirlpool 

68 Holds back 
68 Hostelrtes 


naan 


OD . , . J Sitanfe Ys Pazzkt Sohred: 

9 Pierre s head 

10 — from 
(excepting] 

11 Hard at work 

12 — Abner 

13 Printemps 
follower 

18 Roman 3SA 

22 Urban 
railroads 

24 Victory 

26 Leave an 
alliance 

27 Linen closet 

28 Made amends 

29 Excellent 


1 Actors role 

2 Arilrm 

3 Soft drink 

4 Exchange 

5 Dumbfounds 

8 Earring 
holders 

7 Before 

8 Takes 
advantage of 


32 Barnstorm 

33 Common abbr 
35 Climb 

* £ gT Mt. 

» Red or Wbhe 31 Symbol 

S“nS." 


LJUUQ OUJUULJ ULiUU 
□UQU fJULiaii UUDQ 
auuuuatjauHUBuuH 
UCJCKiauu iiOUQGHjg 
nfiri DDUay BOB 
Buaua kjaaauuBEjLi 
□UCJBUB OBU Bnuy 

□□OB DQU aaoonn 
auaouuaoa 

BHD QLUJtJT 

□LIOOOUO U[1Q01JH[3 
□□□□□□□□□Baauan 

nnnn Hnn Ha □□□□ 

□□□□ nanuB mu m 


— — 

54 Beget 
56 Nobel 


57" Yemen city 

58 in pieces 

59 Breakfast dish 
80 Unlock to a 

bard 

61 Dreadful 






I?*** 
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U.N. official: Asian 
export economies face 
trouble in 1990s 


BANGKOK, Thai! un i-1 (AP) 

Developing Asian economies that 
boomed in the 1980s face bleaker 
prospects in the early 1990s doe 
partly to the Gulf war and the 
breakdown of multilateral trade 
talks, a senior U.N. official said 
Monday. 

“Although our region's trade 
performance in the 1980s was 
certainly impressive, prospects 
for the early 1990s now appear 
considerably less promising, and 
the region’s exports may well face 
a difficult period ahead,” said the 
official, S. Kibria. 

Kibria was addressing the first 
session of the five-day biennial 
meeting of the committee on 
trade of the U.N. Economic and 
Social Commission for Asia and 
the Pacific. High-level delega- 
tions from dozens of conn tries 
attended. 

Kibria, the U.N. commission’s 
main representative, said the eco- 
nomies of tiie region’s developing 
conan tries grew an average of 
nearly seven per cent annually in 
die 1980s. In current U.S. dol- 
lars, their exports grew from $158 
billion in 19k) to $350 billion in 
1989, a gain of about 121 per 
cent. 

Bat expectations for the 1990s 
have been “thoroughly shaken" 
by the Gulf war and the failure in 


Brussels in December of the Uru- 
guay Round of trade talks, he 
said. 

Asian countries had hoped the 
talks would produce a more free- 
trade oriented general, agreement 
on tariffs and trade, which lays 
down rules for international 
trade. 

Kibria said the Gulf crisis 
already has hurt regional econo- 
mies by raising the price of im- 
ported oil, disrupting trade with 
the Middle East and producing a 
sharp drop in remittances from 
Asian workers in the Middle 
East. 

There also was the high cost of 
repatriating those workers, Kib- 
ria said. 

“The loss of remittances alone 
may total several billion dollars, 
representing a substantial cutoff 
of such funds for the main Asian 
labour exporters: Pakistan, India, 
Sri Lanka, Bangladesh and the 
Philippines, but also being felt in 
Thailand, Indonesia, the Repub- 
lic of Korea and 'Vietnam," he 
said. 

He said a preliminary study 
showed the aggregate current 
account deficit for 1990 for the 
developing Asia-Pacific region 
might increase from $25 billion to 
$50 bQlion. 


OPEC oil output drops 

NICOSIA, Cyprus (AP) — OPECs production of crude oil dropped 
by 760,00 barrels a day in January, primarily because of war-related 
disruptions in Iraq, Iran and Kuwait, the Middle East Economic 
Survey (MEES) said. 

The survey, in its weekly newsletter, said the output of the 
Organisation of Petroleum Exporting Countries' (OPEC) 13 mem- 
bers was 23.1 million barrels a day in January, down from 23.86 
million in December. Iran was responsible for the bulk of the drop, 
with its average output declining by nearly 500,000 barrels a day to 
2.96 million, the survey said. It said this was due to disruptions in oil 
exporting after the Gulf war broke out on Jan. 17. The survey 
estimated that crude production in Iraq and Kuwait dropped from 
550,000 harries a day in December to 350,000 barrels a day in 
January. * - 


AMMAN EXCHANGE RATES 


Monday, February 11, 1991 
Central Bank official rates 


Detmcbenunk 
Swiss franc 
French franc 


454.1 456.8 

532.4 535.6 

133.4 134.2 


*-.=■ vac ; 


U.S. doflar 
Pound StrrHng 


Japanese yea (for 1Q0) 518.0 521.1 
'Bay' HWB V-" fKddi *nflder'’ r~ 405-5 

£ T^'Swctfiph crown • 121.7 

-^nKllSr(tt 100) 60.4 60.8 

6ewr Belgian fame (for 10) 220.9 22Z2 


1315.9 1323.8 


LONDON EXCHANGE RATES 


LONDON (R) — Following are the buying and selling rates for 
leading world currencies and gold against the dollar at midsession 
on the London foreign exchange and bullion markets Monday. 

One Sterling 1.9910/20 U.S. dollar 

One U.S. dollar 1.1570/80 Canadian dollar 


One ounce of gold 


1.9910/20 

U.S. dollar 

1.1570/80 

Canadian dollar 

1.4543/50 

Deutsche marks 

1.6395/6405 

Dutch guilders 

1.2425/32 

Swiss francs 

29.94/99 

Belgian francs 

4.9525/75 

French francs 

1094/1095 

Italian lire 

127.45/55 

Japanese yen 

5.4650/4700 

Swedish crowns 

5.6970/20 

Norwegian crowns 

5.6050/6100 

Danish crowns 

367.80/360.30 

U.S. dollars 


M r 


n r 


World wool prices 
may plunge by 50% 


SYDNEY, Australia (AP) — 
World wool prices were expected 
to phmge after Australia sus- 
pended its floor-price system 
Monday in an effort to help the 
industry survive its worst crisis. 

The decision means wool will 
be sold freely until June 30, 
allowing textile traders to set the 
price. The government will deter- 
mine in April what to do when 
the suspension ends. 

Australia is the world's largest 
wool producer and accounts for 
70 per cent of the export market, 
so prices appear certain to fall 
dramatically. Analysts expect 
them to plunge by up to 50 per 
cent or more. 

“It means that no one knows 
where the market will go to,” said 
John Fallon, New Zealand's agri- 
culture minister. “We may well 
see a substantial drop in wool 
prices over the next few weeks.” 

It is Australia's latest move to 
save its ailing wool industry. 

Earlier efforts included cutting 
the floor price, increasing m 
1 sheep farmers’ self-taxation prog- 
ramme and a decision last 
November to slaughter up to 20 
million of the country's 170 mil- 
lion sheep. 

Wool has been one of Austra- 
lia’s biggest export earners, 
bringing in some 6 billion dollars 
($1.7 billion at c u rrent exchange 
rates) in the 1988-89 fiscal year. 
Bat high interest, rates and a 
sharp chop in demand have com- 
bined to cut that by about half, 
with little sign of an upturn. 

The government suspended 
wool sabs for three weeks on 
Feb. 1. New Zealand, another 
major producer, postponed; two 
auctions the following week, cit- 
ing market uncertainty created by 
Australia’s suspension. 

“If there is to be any form of 
reserve-price scheme from July 1, 
it will be self-funding, and the 
floor price will be set conserva- 
tively against tben-prevailing 
market prices," Primary Indus- 



By Reuters 

SYDNEY — Bullish 7 sentiment and hopes of another cut in 
interest rates sej^tjjjie All OidinanWlridex to it* Wgbest,$^.u^ v 
aim ort' three months, up 24.9 points." to 1,365.4.* . ^ ’ • 

TOKYO —The market was closed for a national holiday. Stocks'-' 
gained for the fifth straight day Friday, fuelled by hopes of lower 
interest rates and growing investor confidence. The Nikkei Index 
ended up 191.65 points to 1.805.29. 

HONG KONG — Stocks finished higher ahead of the Chinese 
new year holiday later this week. The Hang Seng gained 34.99 
poults to dose at 3,394.08. 

SINGAPORE — Share prices dosed mixed in moderate trading 
but the Straits Times Industrial Index rose above the key 1,300 
level, helped by gains in some index-stocks. The Blue-Chip index 
rose 7.93 points to 1,302.03. 

BOMBAY — Share prices drifted broadly lower as hopes of an 
early end to the Gulf war faded. The Bombay Stock Exchange 
Index fell 16.73 points, or 1.63 per cent, to 1.013 JO. 

FRANKFURT — A surge of confident buying pushed shares to a 
1991 high. But dealers said orders tailed off at higher prices with 
operators sceptical about whether gains could last. The Dax Index 
dosed up 20.92 at 1,488.74. 

ZURICH — Shares dosed sharply higher with the index ending 
only sligh tly off its year-high as a wave of new orders met a 
market unwilling to sell. The All-Share SPI Index dosed up 21 at 
972.3. 

NEW YORK — Blue Chips edged up again near their session 
high* in eariy-afternoon trading as new cadi continued to pour in. 
The Dow was up about 40 at 2,870. 
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Israel 


tries and Energy Minister John 
Kerin said in a statement. 

The Australian Wool Corp., 
the government-backed market- 
ing body, has been supporting the 
price of wool above an average 7 
dollars per kilogramme ($2.16 
per pound) by buying at auctions 
each week. 

But overseas buyers largely 
were staying out of the market. 
The Wool Corp. was forced to 
buy up to three-quarters of the 
wool offered, running up a debt 
of 2.8 billion dollars ($2.2 billion) 
and building a mountainous back- 
log of some 1.8 million bales. 

The Australian Bureau of 
Agricultural and Resource Eco- 
nomics predicted last month that 
with no change in policy, the 
stockpile could reach 5.7 milli on 
bales by the end of June. 

“Next year is going to be very, 
very tough,” Kerin said. “But in 
terms of all the estimates avail- 
able to us, the stockpile will be 
down to about 1, 1.1. 1.6 million 
bales by '95-96." 

The stockpile stood at 10,000 
bales in July 1989, but it grew 
exponentially as China, the 
Soviet Union and Japan — Au- 
stralia’s biggest wool customers 
— virtually deserted the market. 

The Soviet and Chinese left the 
market due to their internal prob- 
lems, while there was no dear 
reason for Japan's pull-out. 

The Soviets owed 81 million 
dollars ($65 million) for wool as 
of last November, when they 
signed a bilateral credit facility 
worth up to 525 million dollars 
($100 million) in Australian wool 
and wheat if they paid the wool 
bill. It is unclear tf they have paid 
the debt. 

Last May 31, Kerin slashed the 
floor price from 8.70 dollars per 
kilogramme. ($3.08 per 
pound). That level was readied 
when the industry was at its peak, 
drawing fanners into what was a 
very lucrative operation. 


Egypt hopes to become 
regional financial centre 


TEL AVIV (AP) — A special 
cabinet economy committee de- 
cided Sunday to cancel Israel's 
smallest coin of the one agora 
denomination since production 
costs exceeded its value, Israel 
television reported. 

The decision will take effect 
April 1 and Israeli citizens will be 
allowed to change agora coins 
into coins of other denominations 
for three years, it said. 

The golden-coloured, tiny one 
agora coin, decorated with the 
image of an ancient vessel, was 
first introduced five years ago and 
is now worth about one-half of its 
initial value, the television re- 
ported. 

Moreover, production of one 
agora coin actually costs three 
agorot, it said. 

One hundred agorot comprise 
an Israeli shekel, the country’s 
unit of currency worth $0.5. 

The Bank of Israel, which 
directs Israel’s financial policy, 
first began to issue agora corns in 
1960. 

The one agora coin currently 
used was part of the country’s 
1985 revaluation plan. 


CAIRO (R) — Egypt, which has 
found a new world standing be- 
cause of its stance on the Gulf 
crisis, hopes economic reforms 
will cum Cairo into a financial 
centre for the Middle East, a 
senior government banker said 
Sunday. 

“We are aiming to transfer 
Cairo into a global financial mar- 
ket,” Mohammed Hafez, chair- 
man of Bank Mist, one of Egypt's 
big four state-owned banks, told 
Reuters in an interview. 

Bankers say Cairo, a key Arab 
partner in the U.S.-led alliance 
against Iraq, would like to re- 
place Bahrain as the region's 
international financial market. 

Two Gulf wars in a decade and 
a decline in oil prices have re- 
duced Bahrain's attraction as a 
banking centre. In addition, 
Egypt has good communications, 
a plentiful supply of cheap labour 
and a broader economy, they say. 

The government last month 
freed interest rates as part of 
IMF-prescribed reforms — a 
move Hafez said brought Egypt 
closer to its goal. 

Hafez, chairman of a commit- 
tee of bankers that until now has 
set daily exchange rates for the 


Egyptian pound, said free trading 
in foreign currencies would come 
into effect very soon. 

“Hopefully this will be the last 
step to let marker forces play the 
main role in deciding the value of 
the pound, in terms of availability 
of foreign currency and exchange 
rate stability.” he said. 

Free currency trade was a key 
demand of the International 
Monetary Fund (IMF) in almost 
three years of negotiations with 
Egypt on a standby agreement that 
wilt also allow debt relief. 

The accord would release fresh 
credit and allow a write-off and 
rescheduling of part of its $36 
billion foreign debt. 

Egyptian negotiators left for 
Washington Sunday for more 
talks with IMF officials. 

Under the new currency trad- 
ing system, individuals will be 
able to buy and sell foreign cur- 
rency freely at 38 banks. 

“No details of any individual 
transactions are required to be 
reported to any authority in 
Egypt,” Hafez said. 

Under the old system foreign 
currency could be purchased only 
for authorised transactions and 


Algeria moves towards 
convertibility of dinar 


ALGIERS (R) — As a first step 
towards convertibility of its 
national . currency, Algeria will 
soon allow citizens to exchange 
limited amounts of dinars for 
hard currency at the official bank 
rate. 

Central bank officials described 
Monday an innovative scheme 
aimed at drawing dinars into 
banks by offering exchange pri- 
vileges as an incentive for long- 
term deposits. 

Rachid Sekak. a counsellor to 
the central bank governor, told 
Reuters banks would start later 
this month offering three-year, 
interest-free dinar certificates of 
deposit. 

Subscribers will have the right 
.to ..exchange 20 per .cent of the 
<&hSe pi the placements each year 
into hard currency at the official 
rate. 

The scheme will give ordinary 
Algerians their first chance buy 
hard currency at the bank since 
1986. when falling oil and gas 
revenues plunged the country 
into a foreign exchange crisis. 

A hard currency tourist alloca- 


tion was then suppressed, and 
Algerians have since had to buy 
hard currency on the black market 
at up to four times the official 
bank rate. 

The scheme should also help 
mop up some of the more than 40 
billion dinars officials say circu- 
lates on the black market outside 
the banking sector. 

A’jjCiia io.ti ucuiiO.V and 
the International Monetary Fund 
it will begin moving toward dinar 
convertibility this year. The gov- 
ernment plans convertibility for 
imports of basic necessities such 
as food and medicine by year 
end, officials and diplomats said. 

Convertibility, accompanied by 
a dcamatic, ongoing devaluation 
of the dipar, isar^the. heart ,of 
refonhs^vmed at moving Algeria 
jpjva^d i market .economy, after 
'two decades of central economic 
planning. 

The central bank dinar rate has 
plunged to 16.5 to the dollar 
Sunday from 12.5 at the start of 
the year and eight one year ago, 
an effective devaluation in 12 
months of 52 per cent. 


Diplomats said the central 
bank appeared to be aiming for a 
rate of 17 to 18 dinars to the 
dollar, after which it might stabil- 
ise. The black market rate has 
remained more or less stable over 
the past month at around 30 to 
the. dollar. 

. The effective devaluation of 
the dinar is designed to curb 
import oy tng 
expensive, and thus boost the 
country's balance of. payments 
surplus. It is also expected to 
polish the country’s credit rating 
to enable it to borrow more. 

Algeria desperately needs hard 
currency to meet service pay- 
ments on a $25 bDlion foreign 
debt. The country depends on oil 
and gas revenue for almost alii ts 
foreign exchange, and stands to 
Spffer from a syddejn ijfall jn,ijj$rld 
oil prices since the start of the 
Gulf war on Jan. 17. 

But the officials said the de- 
valuation could also fuel inflation 
by making imported goods, in- 
cluding raw materials and spare 
parts used in local industries, 
more expensive. 


the exchange rate was fixed artifi- 
cially. 

Banks will be free to set their 
own exchnage rates for the first 
time — a move expected to wipe 
out black market dealings. 

*7 cannot imagine how a black 
market could survive. After the 
new system is implemented there 
will be no black market.” Hafez 
said. 

“The only drawback is that 
people will try to test the system 
at the beginning,” he said, adding 
that one hour of dealings was 
enough to stabilise the market. 

The dollar currently trades offi- 
cially at 2.96 pounds against a' 
blakc market rate of about 3.10 
pounds. 

Dollar earnings from cotton 
and oil exports and the Suez 
Canal will be exchanged in -a 
so-called primary market at no 
more than five per cent below the 
free market rate. But they could 
keep the dollars to finance im- 
ports of raw materials. 

The primary market would dis- 
appear “as soon as the free mar- 
ket is normalised. It will take a 
few months... no more than a 
year," he said. 


German 
currency 
frauds 
cost $1 b 

BERLIN (R) — Currency frauds 
involving the economic merger of 
east and west Germany last year 
have cos* the taxpayer at least 1 .5 
...-iks (SI billion), Bertin 
justice authorities said Monday. 

Justice authority spokeswoman 
Jutta Limbacfa said most frauds 
involved subsidised exchange 
payments for bogus exports to 
eastern Europe under former 
East Germany's trade system. 

It gave exporters a subsidised 
mark rate for the national rouble 
currency to help inefficient East 
Q^rman companies cope with the 
sj^tch from a command to free 
market economy. 

“We still don’t have any idea 
how large all these frauds are,” 
limbacfa said. 

Other frauds discovered by a 
team of 10 investigators including 
illeagpl property deals and cur- 
rency transfers. 


Jewellery demand gives comfort 
to shell-shocked gold market 


LONDON (R) — The Gulf war 
has proved spectacularly that 
gold is no longer a safe haven, 
and just about the only factor 
preventing its price from plunging 
is buoyant demand for jewellery, 
bullion market analysts say. 

But with recession looming, 
even that prop could soon fall. 

“People are less wealthy and 
don’t want to go spending money 
on anything, so demand for 
jewellery is likely to fall,” said 
Robert Weinberg, head of mining 
company analysis at London 
brokers James Capel. 

Western world gold demand 
for jewellery soared to 1,850 ton- 
nes last year, well above mine 
production of 1,700 tonnes. 

“Lots of people made money in 
the 1980s... this resulted in strong 
equity markets and jewellery de- 
mand," Weinberg said. 

“But bracelets and necklaces 
are luxuries and. like video 


cameras and foreign holidays, 
they suffer first in a recession," 
another analyst said. 

“If the world slumps into a 
general recession in 1991, gold 
jewellery buying win slow after 
surging growth in recent years," 
Philip Klapwijk of Goldfields 
Mineral Services said. 

North America and European 
investors, repeatedly stung by un- 
expected dives in the gold price, 
have deserted the market in 
droves and are in no hurry to 
return. 

Investor buying has held up 
well, though, in the Middle East 
and Asia where high carat items 
are sought after. 

The worsening Soviet crisis 
may encourage local people to 
hoard gold, but this was not 
having any visible market impact. 

Gold, for thousands of years a 
store of Wealth, soared to a 
record $850 an ounce in 1980 on 


Philippines expects less 
tourists this year 


MANILA (R) — The Philippines 
has scaled down its projections 
for tourist arrivals to one million 
this year as a result of the Gulf 
war, a senior tourism official said. 
This was lower than the original 
1991 target of 1.28 million tour- 
ists, and the 1990 level of 1.01 
million. Tourism Undersecretary 
Rafael Airman told a senate fi- 
nance subcommittee hearing the 
drop in tourist arrivals in 1990 
was expected to continue this 
year as world economies take a 
downturn. Travel restrictions by 
foreign governments on their 
nationals because of possible 
guerrilla attacks would also cause 
a dip in tourism, officiate said. 


“We are willing to settle for a 
million visitors because of the 
Golf crisis," Altman said. The 
Philippine tourism industry was 
among the sectors hardest hit by 
the December 1989 coup attempt 
which almost toppled President 
Corazon Aquino. Many tourists 
cancelled plans to visit the coun- 
try last year because of the con- 
stant threat of army rebellions. 

Hundreds of to urists and other 
foreigners were virtually trapped 
in their hotels and apartments for 
days during the 1989 coup 
attempt when rebel soldiers occu- 
pied bighrise buildings in the 
Makati financial centre. 


surging o3 prices, the Soviet inva- 
sion of Afghanistan and the Ira- 
nian hostage crisis. 

But a $50 phmge to around 
$360 an ounce after the outbreak 
of the Gulf war left its reputation 
as a safe haven in tatters and it 
had difficulty getting above $370 
in the first week of February. 

“If yon were worried about the 
safety of your wealth in the 1970s, 
you filled your pockets with 
(South African) Krugerrands and 
Kilogramme bars,” Weinberg 
said. 

“Now yon can cover any risk 
you like through futures and op- 
tions... you don’t need gold as a 
proxy," be noted. 

Gold now must compete with 
all kinds of other goods and 
financial instruments for inves- 
tors' attention. 

Analysts said the huge growth 
in the mutual fund or unit trust 
industry in the last few years was 
another sign of a switch in inves- 
tor attitudes. 

The gold market is delicately 
poised. Some analysts see the 
price felling to $340, the four- 
year low reached in June last 
year, while others see it staging a 
gradual recovery. 

“The gold price is bobbing 
about like a cork on a stormy 


sea,” said Weinberg. 

“The price pendulum is slowly 
losing its amplitude... it is fluc- 
tuating less and less around a 
long-term average of $370 to 
$380,” said Michael Spriggs of S. 
G. Warburg Securities. 

The more prices fall from cur- 
rent levels, the greater the threat 
to high cost miners of the metal, 
particularly in South Africa, said 
Spriggs. 

“The contraction in production 
is happening already," he noted. 

Australian output has hit a 
plateau with the onset of a gold 
tax and North American mining 
groups are looking closely at new 
projects. “We think Western 
world mine production is going to 
peak this year at just over 1.700 
tonnes," analyst Spriggs said. 

The Soviet gold industry, 
which produced about 275 to ones 
last year, also has problems. 

“Operations there have been 
hopelessly under-capitalised for 
years,” said Spriggs. 

“Gold is just going through a 
bad patch, but will have its day 
again," said a mining company 
analyst. “It has fallen so far with 
the dollar so weak... in Swiss 
francs, marks and yen, it's a real 
bargain," be added. 
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and telephones. 

Location; Jatal Amman bat 3rd & 4th Circle. 

Owner Tel: 641443 - 642351 


On Valentine's Day 

For LOVE /***&*% For PEACE 


WITH FLOWERS 
ren REMEMBER YOUR 

iSjKgk BELOVED BY 

KJg/ VISITING 

OR CALLING 

Locally with us Internationally 

The Flower Club with Interflora 


ABDAU ALFAR1D BLDG. TEL 699805 

JABAL AMMAN ASTRA BLDG. TEL 644422-647B68 










eWorld News 


JORDAN TIMES, TUESDAY, FEBRUARYJ^J^l 



Lithuania urges support 
after independence vote 


VILNIUS. USSR (AP) — Fear- 
ing a Kremlin crackdown. Lithua- 
nian President Vytautas Lund- 
sbergis appealed Monday for 
greater Western 1 support for his 
republic's independence. 

On Saturday, 91 per cent of 
Lithuanian residents endorsed 
their government s 11-momh-old 
independence declaration, 
according to preliminary results 
of a republic-wide referendum 
that the Soviet Union has de- 
clared illegal. Official tallies are 
due Monday night or Tuesday. 

The Soviet military announced 
that it would begin 10 days of 
exercises in Lithuania and the 
neighbouring Baltic republics of 
Latvia and Estonia starting Sun- 
day. Activists reported no sign of 
manoeuvres in Lithuania by 
Monday morning, although two 
armoured personnel carriers 
drove through Vilnius Sunday 
night. 

The Kremlin has already 
moved forcibly on the Baltic in- 
dependence drive, killing 21 peo- 
ple in Lithuania and Latvia last 
month as they sent in troops to 
enforce the military draft and 
seized buildings with tanks and 
soldiers. 

Lithuanian leaders fear that 
Soviet forces might next storm 
the republic's barricaded parlia- 
ment building. 

Landsbergis told Portuguese 


television, “if Western countries 
don't do something politically, 
then the crackdown is possible." 

He said he held out little hope 
that Soviet President Mikhail 

Gorbachev would moderate his 
stance toward Lithuania without 
Western pressure. 

Bronislovas Kuzmickas, depu- 
ty chairman of the Lithuanian 
Parliament, reported Monday 
morning to the legislature that 
U.S. Secretary of State James 
Baker was encouraging about the 
poll, but offered no stronger 

promises of support. Kuzmickas 
had just returned from a visit to 
Washington. 

Previously, the U.S. Ambassa- 
dor to Moscow Jack Matlock had 
said the United States would ex- 
pect both sides to honour the 
results of a referendum. 

Gorbachev has declared the 
Lithuanian poll invalid because 
tens of thousands of Soviet sol- 
diers stationed in the republic 
were nor allowed to vote. 

The Soviet president is pushing 
for a national referendum on 
March 17, in which citizens would 
say whether they want to keep 
the Soviet Union whole. 

Kremlin loyalists have said 
they will try to hold the March 
vote in military barracks and ru- 
ral areas of Lithuania, although 
they concede fewer than half of 
eligible voters would turn out. 


The Lithuanian government said 
it would not interfere with the 
voting to avoid creating friction. 

The three Baltic republics were 
independent countries between 
the two world wars. They were 
forcibly annexed into the Soviet 
Union in 1940. and all three are 
now trying to break away from 
Kremlin control. 

Meanwhile, heavy snow and 
ice have brought industry to a 
halt and caused electricty cuts at 
hospitals and schools in Soviet 
Armenia. Pravda reported Mon- 
day. 

The Communist Party daily 
said the government in the repute 
lie bordering Turkey had ordered 
the temporary closure of all 
plants in heavy industry and other 
sectors not connected with pro- 
duction of food and other staples. 

“Nearly all reserves of fuel oil 
and natural gas are exhausted and 
there is a catastrophic shortage of 
power/’ the newspaper said. 

“For the moment there is not 
even enough heat for medical and 
children's institutions/' 

It said supplies could be im- 
proved only by construction of a 
new gas pipeline from central 
Russia through Georgia but this 
could not be completed until the 
end of the year. 

Power cuts in neighbouring 
Georgia have forced wide sec- 
tions of industry to dose in recent 
weeks. 


Tabloids stoke controversy 
over British royals’ role 


LONDON (R) — Britain's tab- 
loid newspapers Monday stoked a 
controversy over the royal fami- 
ly's role in the Gulf war, with one 
declaring that the monarchy was 
facing its biggest crisis in 50 years. 

“Queen in crisis/* bleed a 
hua iiiue . 

paper. 

“Queen fires a Patriot — she 
defends royals arter Gulf war 
slur." screamed the Sun 

The furore erupted after the 
Sunday Times, one of Britain's 
most respected newspapers, laun- 
ched a blistering attack on the 
royal family's behaviour since 
Iraq occupied Kuwait last Au- 
gust. accusing some members of 
“upper-class decadence Arid in- 
sensitivity/* 

Today, in its front-page story, 
said Queen Elizabeth 'is today 
facing the biggest royal crisis 
since the abdication more than 50 
years ago.” King Edward VIII 
was forced to give up the throne 
in 1936 to marry American divor- 
cee Wallis Simpson. 

The Sun quoted the queen as 


saying: “All members of the royal 
family are behind British forces 
every inch of the wav." 

It did not say when or where 
she made the remark and Buck- 
ingham Palace was not im- 
mediately available to comment. 

." ie Jur:.: \uXkz cdtvonal. in 
a scathing reference to the 
queen's heir. Prince Charles, and 
her husband. Prince Philip, said 
they had taken up arms “but only 
to go hunting birds." 

It lambasted Prince Andrew 
for taking time off from his Royal 
Navy duties to play golf in Spain 
and criticised his wife, the Duch- 
ess of York, for going skiing last 
month." as the country stood on 
the brink of war and ... playing 
With her gang, very publicly, at a 
high-spirited dinner in a London 
restaurant." 

Buckingham Palace, in a rare 
public response to a newspaper 
article, issued a statement de- 
fending the royal family's be- 
haviour and setting out a long list 
of Gulf-related royal engage- 
ments. 


U.K.’s homeless live on 
streets during snowstorms 


LONDON lR) — Hundreds, 
possibly thousands, of people are 
sleeping on the streets of London 
during the harshest snowstorms 
to sweep the British capital in 
years. 

A blanket-covered form lies in 
the freezing doorway of a smart 
office builijing in central London. 
A pair of shoes peeps out. but 
there is no sign of life. 

In a park nearby, dozens of 
pigeons and gulls squawk over 
crumbs in the snow, jhe remains 
of a food hand-out given to men 
forced to live in an open band- 
stand strewn with blankers. 
Itigarette: butts and empty bottles. 

Freezing temperatures and up 
to a foot <0.3 of a metre) of snow 
in London have focused attention 
on the plight of the homeless in 
Britain's big cities. For those on 
the streets, government promises 
of an extra 730 hostel beds are 
not enough. 

“It’s just a token gesture." said 
Kenneth Davis, rummaging 
through old clothes heaped 
around the bandstand in Lin- 
coln's Inn Fields. A charity 
group had brought the clothes the 
night before but most of them 
were for women. 

“A couple of weeks ago it was 
really cold, colder than now. but 
there was no snow so there wasn't 
much response/' said Davis, who 
has been without a home for IS 
months. 

“Now it takes a couple of hours 
to warm up but I slept quite a bit 
last night, the trouble is when you 
get up there's nowhere to go." 

The government says London 
has 1 .046 homeless people but 
shelter, a housing charity, puts 
the figure at more than 3,000, 
saving official figures do not in- 
clude outer London. It also savs 
5.000 people in the rest of Britain 
have no homes. 

Some people blame the gov- 
ernment for the rise in the num- 
ber of homeless, saying low pub- 
lic spending has led to an acute 
shortage of cheap housing. The 
government says public housing is 
the responsibility of local author- 
ities. 

"The government has not given 


a single penny outside London 
and has simply passed the buck to 
local authorities without offering 
any support.” said shelter's assis- 
tant director. Simon Keyes. 

“If we can't even provide help 
in an emergency, what chance 
have we got of solving the appall- 
ing problem of homelessness that 
exists for the other 360 days a 
year/' 

Homelessness has increased 
dramatically in Britain since Mar- 
garet Thatcher was elected to 
power in 1979 at the head of a 
conservative government. 

Criricas accused Thatcher of 
uncaring social policies and 
blamed her for the increasing 
numbers of young people sleep- 
ing in doorways of London's most 
exclusive shopping streets, in 
parks or under bridges, often 
protected only by cardboard. 

Her conservative successor. 
Prime Minister John Major, on 
taking office last year, pledged 
that the government would de- 
velop “new and more effective 
ways of getting rough sleepers off 
the streets." 

But. on a centra! London street 
Sunday, two homeless men were 
sheltering in a theatre entrance. 
Two more had turned the door- 
way of a tax office into a retreat 
from the icy pavement. Neither 
space will be available on a week- 
day. 

“I have to clear up and move 
off by seven in the morning." said 
an irishman camped outside the 
tax office. “But the manager’s 
really nice, he gave me bacon and 
egg the other day." 

Malcolm Norbury. the Irish- 
man’s doormate for the past few 
weeks, told how personal tragedy- 
forced him onto the streets. 

"In the space of five months I 
lost my son in a hit-and-run acci- 
dent. my mother and my nephew. 
It drove me mad. I took to the 
bottle and got into debt." he said. 
“Eventually I was forced out of 
my council (local authority) 
home/* 

Weather forecasters predict 
freezing temperatures will con- 
tinue for several days. 


Hollywood 
to announce 
Oscar 
nominations 
Wednesday 

LOS ANGELES (R) — Holly- 
wood, reflecting an austere war- 
time mood, will anounce its 
nominations for this year’s Oscar 
awards Wednesday, shying away 
from spectacular budget blockbus- 
ters and multi-million dollar starr- 
ing roles. 

Films such as Dances With 
Wolves, starring Kevin Costner, 
Awakenings with 'Robin Williams 
and Robert De Niro, and director 
Martin Scorsese's Good fellas 
are being touted by film critics 
and studios as Oscar winners. 

But if costs were the key to an 
Oscar. 10-year-old Macauley Cul- 
kin and his film. Home Alone, 
would walk away with awards. 

Studio executives, concerned 
at production and marketing 
costs now averaging $25 million a 
film, point to the film as the way 
to the future in a country 
absorbed by the Gulf war — 
smaller budget movies with 
strong, homely stories and a 
touch of comedy. 

Home Alone, the story of a 
child fending off would-be rob- 
bers after his family absent- 
mindedly leave home without 
him. has so far taken in S215 
million at U.S. box offices. 

Publicity agents and reporters 
who collect the lists of nominees 
at the film industry's Academy of 
Motion Picture Arts and Sciences 
in Los Angeles know the top four 
films of 1990 were smaller budget 
"sleepers" not expected to do 
record business. 

Oscar night. March 25. is still 
six weeks away and hundreds of 
thousands of dollars will be spent 
on promoting the nominees to 
persuade academy members to 
see the films and vote for them. 

But the 6,700 members of the 
academy are considered a con- 
servative group, people who 
generally look for a mixture of 
artistic integrity and a certain 
amount of box office success. 

Along with Home Alone, the 
top box office draws were Ghost. 
Pretty Woman and Teenage 
Mutant Ninja Turtles. The latter 
film starred little-known actors in 
latex turtle suits. Ghost revived 
the career of Patrick Swayze and 
Pretty Woman brought in Julia 
Roberts as Hollywood's latest sex 
symbol and put Richard Gere 
back in the limelight. 

In contrast. Sylvester Stallone 
received $20 million for Rocky V 
and Arnold Schwarzenegger was 
paid S10 million for Total Recall. 

A memorandum written by Jef- 
frey Katzenberg. chairman of 
Hollywood's most successful film 
studio. Disney, outlined a 
strategy ot shun the big budget 
blockbuster mentality and to con- 
centrate on making reasonably- 
priced films with a good story. 

The film Dick Tracy, starring 
Warren Beatty. A1 Pacino and 
Madonna, “made demands on 
our time, talent and treasury that, 
upon reflea ion. may not have 
been worth it." he said. 

Both Paramount, which had 
the big budget films Days Of 
Thunder, starring Tom Cruise, 
and Another 48 Hours, with 
Eddie Murphy, and Warner 
Brothers have let it be known 
they are changing their course. 


Winnie 
Mandela 
pleads ‘not 
guilty’ 

JOHANNESBURG (AP) - 
Winnie Mandela pleaded inno- 
cent Monday to eight charges of 
kidnapping and assault, but the 
judge adjourned the trial after 
prosecutors said a key witness 
hud been kidnapped. 

The case was adjourned until 
Tuesday when prosecutors said 
one of the young men allegedly 
assaulted by Mrs. Mandela had 
been abducted Sunday night. 
Prosecutors said they could not 
ask witnesses to testify if their 
lives were in danger. 

Mrs. Mandela, the controver- 
sial wife of African National Con- 
gress (ANC) leader Nelson Man- 
dela. and three co-defendants 
each pleaded innocent to sepa- 
rate counts in the R3nd Supreme 
Court. Wearing a green dress and 
coat. Mrs. Mandela looked com- 
posed as she heard each of the 
eight charges. 

“I'm not guilty." she told 
Judge M.S. Stegmann in a strong, 
calm voice. 

State prosecutor Jan Swanepol 
then stunned the court by 
announcing that one of the key 
witnesses was missing and 
Methodist Church workers who 
were looking after him said he 
had been kidnapped. 

The witness was not named, 
but was known to be one of three 
young men who testified at an 
earlier trial that they were kid- 
napped and assaulted by Mrs. 
Mandela and her bodyguards. 

“I cannot expea my witnesses 
to come in here if their lives are in 
danger/' Swanepol said. 

Prosecutors say members of 
Mrs. Mandela's bodyguard unit, 
the Mandela Ltaited Football 
Qub, abdurted the four youths, 
took them to Mrs. Mandela's 
home in the Soweto township. 
?nd beat then for several days in 
December 1988. 

Prosecutors allege that the 
bodyguards were motivated by 
accusations that the four had 
sexual relations with the Method- 
ist minister and that the youngest 
of the four, Stompie Seipei, was at 
police spy. 

Seipei. 14, was killed. The for- 
mer head of Mis. Mandela's 
bodyguard unit, Jerry Richard- 
son. was convicted of murder and 
sentenced to death. The three 
youths who survived the incident 
testified last year at Richardson's 
trial that Mrs. Mandela beat them 
with a whip. 

Swanepol, in outlining the 
case, said Mrs. Mandela and the 
co-defendants were facing crimin- 
al charges and there was no ques- 
tion of political persecution. 

’“It does not matter who the 
accused are. This is not a political 
trial as far as the state is con- 
cerned/' Swanepol said. 

Mrs. Mandela's lawyers read 
out a brief statement denying she 
was guiltv- of >ny criminal con- 
duct. They said Mrs. Mandela 
attempted to save four youths 
from a white homosexual minis- 
ter who was running a Methodist 
centre for troubled youths. 

Mrs. Mandela attempted to 
stop homosexuality at the centre 
and urged various young men to 
seek psychiatric help. She was not 
home when other people arran ged 
to bring the four there to protea 
them from the minister, the de- 
fence said. It said nothing of the 
assaults or Seipei's death. 

“I did not deprive any of the 
complainants of their liberty of 
movement nor did I assault any 
one of them." Mrs. Mandela said 
in her statement. 

If convicted on all charges. 
Mrs. Mandela's punishment 
could range from the death penal- 
ty to a suspended sentence. 


17 killed in S.African bus ambush 


PIETERMARITZBURG. South 
Africa (R) — At least 17 people 
were killed when two buses were 
ambushed in a black village near 
Pietermaritzburg, capital of 
South Africa’s strife-tom Natal 
province, police said Monday. 

The attacks took place Sunday 
evening, bringing to more than 40 
the number of people killed since 
African National Congress 
(ANC) leader Nelson Mandela 
and Zulu chief Mangosuthu 
Buthelezi signed a peace accord 
last month urging iheir suppor- 
ters to lay down arms. 

“We have 17 bodies and expect 
to find more. Eleven people were 
injured during the ambush, some 
of them seriously," a police 
spokesman said. 

Witnesses said supporters of 
Buthelezi’s Inkatha Freedom 
Party (IFP) were returning from a 
peace rally held at Sweetwaters. 
one of the province's troubled 
villages, when buses were forced 
to stop because of barricades in 


the road. 

“When the- passengers alighted 
to remove the barricades, they 
were attacked with sharp instru- 
ments,” a witness said. 

A reporter in the area said 
residents of Sweetwaters and two 
neighbouring villages of Taylor's 
Halt and Elandskop stayed away 
from work to discuss the killings. 

“It is very tense. There is big 
meeting going on. We may see 
•some kind of retaliation which 
could result in more deaths," he 
said. 

Unconfirmed reports said the 
attackers lined both sides of the 
road, firing on the buses with 
rifles and pistols, while stoning 
them. 

Mandela and Buthelezi met on 
Jan. 29 to try to end the bloody 

feud between supporters of their 
movements. 

Clashes in Natal have claimed 
more than 4.000 lives in the past 
five year. The factional strife 
moved to Transvaal province last 


August and had killed more than 
1,100 people by the end of the 
year. 

Richard Ndlovu, an Inkatha 
spokesman in one of the Pieter- 
maritzburg villages in the Maqon- 
qo area, said factional fighting 
had continued in the township 
despite the Mandela-Buthelezi 
calls for peace in the province. 

“The IFP leadership in the 
Maqonqo area are worried about 
the violence which has taken 
place despite the peace accord 
reached between the IFP and the 
leadership of the ANC/’ Ndlovu 
said. 

“Inkatha members are dying in 
these attacks and Inkatha cannot 
stand by and allow its members to 
be killed,” he said. 

Since the peace accord was 
forged, unrest has flared sporadi- 
cally in Natal townships and at 
Bekkersdal outside Johannes- 
burg, where 11 people died in a 
week of violence. 


Thai premier, Cambodian rebel 
leader discuss U.N. peace plan 


BANGKOK (AP) — .Thailand's 
premier met Prince Norodom 
Ranariddh of Cambodia Monday 
in the first of a planned series of 
talk* aimed at reaching a conseo- - 
sus on a U.N. peace plan for 
Cambodia. 

Ranariddh heads the guerrilla 
army loyal to his father, Cambo- 
dia's former monarch -Prince 
Sihanouk. The Sihanoukists are 
one of three guerrilla groups 
fighting the Vietnamese-installed 
government in Phnom Penh. 

In separate meetings scheduled 
with leaders of each faction this 
week. Premier Chatichai 
Choonhavan will urge greater 
leniency in their approach to the 
U.N. peace plan, said Kraisak 
Choonhavan, the premier's son 
and one of his advisers. 

Chatichai will also discuss the 
(rehabilitation of some 300.000 
Cambodian refugees in Thailand, 
which he wants on the agenda at a 
future meeting of Cambodia’s 
Supreme National Council. 


Kraisak said. 

Another Thai government 
spokesman. Pridiyathorn De- 
vekula, said Chatichai proposed 
to Ranariddh that the council 
form a working group to plan the 
reconstruction of Cambodia. 

Phnom. Penh’s Foreign Minis- 
ter Hor Nam Hong is to arrive in 
Bangkok Friday to meet the Thai 
premier, Thai officials said. 

The U.N. plan calls for the 
disarming of all four Cambodian 
armies and the extensive involve- 
ment of U.N. officials in the 
country's administration ahead of 
eleaions. 

The Supreme National Council 
is supposed to delegate to the 
United Nations all powers 
needed to carry out a settlement. 

Indonesia has offered to be 
host for a meeting of the 12- 
member council, which includes 
representatives from the govern- 
ment and the three guerrilla 
groups. 

The guerrillas have agreed to 


attend a meeting, although a date 
has not been determined. 

Phnom Penh last week called 
for another meeting of the body 
and said it should consider a 
voluntary truce. However, it did 
not make clear if it had accepted 
Indonesia's offer. 

Council members are supposed 
to negotiate a settlement to Cam- 
bodia's • 12-year-old- was but have 
spent most of their time squab- 
bling over secondly issues. 

The talks — which are to in- 
clude representatives of the Un- 
ited Nations, Indonesia and 
France — are intended to resolve 
the groups' differences and allow 
a reconvening of the Paris Inter- 
national Conference on Cambo- 
dia, die main forum for any set- 
tlement France and Indonesia 
co-chair the conference. 

Phnom Penh says it accepts 
most of the baric points of the 
U.N. peace plan, but wants furth- 
er discussions on the extent of the 
U.N. role. 


Aquino testifies in libel trial 


MANILA (AP) — President 
Corazon Aquino testified in a 
libel trial Monday that a news- 
paper coulmn saying she “hid 
under her bed" during a coup 
attempt damaged her credibility 
as leader of the Philippines 
Armed Forces. 

Mrs. Aquino, the first Philip- 
pine president to testify in 3 trial, 
said her administration supported 
press freedom but added that 
“along with the freedom comes a 
very serious responsibility" for 
truth. 

But the trial could have an 


impact both on Mrs. Aquino's 
public image and press freedom 
in the Philippines. There have 
been news reports that some 
advisers had told Mrs. Aquino to 
drop the case because she risks 
appearing petty and vindictive. 

The trial began in February 
1990 and has continued off and 
on ever since. Monday was the 
first and only day that Mrs. 
Aquino, who is the last prosecu- 
tion witness, gave testimony. It is 
not known when the trial will 
end. 


Mrs. Aquino filed charges 
against Luis Beltran, publisher 
Max Soliven and three other ex- 
ecutives of the Philippine Star on 
Oct. 12, 1987 after Beltran wrote 
that she “hid under her bed while 
firing was going on, perhaps the 
first commander-in-chief of the 
armed forces to have to do so.” 
Beltran, who now writes for 
another newspaper, later apolo- 
gised and said he did not mean 
for the comments to be taken 
literally. He could be punished by 
four years imprisonment if con- 
victed. 


Trial of top Chinese dissident begins 


PEKING Rl — China Monday 
began the trial of one of the 
alleged “black hands" behind 
1989's pro-democracy demonstra- 
tions and unrest, accusing him of 
the capital charge of plotting to 
overthrow the government. 

A notice outside Peking Peo- 
ple's Intermediate Court said ini- 
tial proceedings against econom- 
ist Chen Zimine. 37. began at 
8.30 A. M. (0030 GMT), witnesses 
said. 

The area around the court was 
sealed off by uniformed and 
plainclothes police, and Western 
reporters were told to leave. 

The charge of plotting to over- 
throw the government carries a 
minimum sentence of 10 years in 
jail and could be punished by 


death. 

Chen is also charged with 
issuing counter-revolutionary 
propaganda and incitement, the 
notice said. 

The former director of a pri- 
vate research institute with links 
to reformist government officials. 
Chen has been a pro-democracy 
campaigner from the early days 
of the movement in 1976. 

He and fellow economist Wang 
Juntao headed a list of seven 
intelleauals wanted by police af- 
ter army tanks and guns crushed 
the pro-democracy unrest on 
Jane 4. 1989. 

Chen's friends said the activist 
began a hunger strike last week 
to gain more time to organise his 
defence. 


They said he began refusing 
food Thursday- and stripped to 
his underwear despite freezing 
mid-winter temperatures as part 
of his protest. 

Chen is the third of four “black 
hands" China’s Communist au- 
thorities are focusing on in the 
current phase of trials. 

University lecturer Chen 
Xiaoping and former graduate 
student Liu Gang went on trial 
earlier this month on charges of 
plotting to overthrow the govern- 
ment. 

Dissidents expea stern punish- 
ment for them. 

Wang. 32, is believed to be ill 
with hepatitis 3nd will probably 
Atand trial on the same charges 
Tuesday, Chen’s friends said. 


Church leaders brand TV Evangelists heretics 


CANBERRA — American tele- 
vision Evangelists were branded 
heretics Monday by delegates at 
the seventh assembly of the 
World Council of Churches 
(WCC). 

“I have denounced the use of 
television to domesticate people 
with the Gospel that has very 
Httie to do with the Gospel of 
Jesus Christ," Rene Padilla, a 
Baptist minister from Argentina, 
told r eport e rs. 

“I do not agree with it. I think 
it is heretical." 

American television Evangel- 
ists were commercialising reli- 
gion, according to Walter 
Arnold, of the Evangelical 
Lutheran Chnrch of Germany 
and a member of the WCC Cen- 
tral Committee. 

“We on the continent are 
trying to nourish different ways of 
pushing the Gospel through the 
media because I am of the opin- 
ion those (U.S.) programmes are 
highly commercialised," Arnold 
said. 

“We should be very careful 
about mixin g the Gospel wife 
those modem for m s of commer- 
cialism. I think die c hurch must 
look for di ffe r e n t terms of pre- 


senting the Gospel through the 
media." ' 1 

Both agreed the religious dif- 
ferences between Evangelical 
Christians and Ecume meals w ere 
narrowing. 

Padilla said the stereotypical 
Evangelist was a rigbtwing capi- 
talist who interpreted the Bible 
literally. The stereotype of an 
Ecumenical was a leftist con- 
cerned with social issues. 

But he said most people no 
longer fell into such rigid categor- 
ies. 

“Now you don't find harsh 
fighting between people who are 
affiliated with the world of 
Evangelism or the (Ecumenical) 
leaders of the World Council of 
Churches, ” said Arnold. 

*T think the understanding has 
grown and instead of pure 
op pos i tion you find a lot of dia- 
logue going on, which I appreci- 
ate very highly.” 

Padilla said: “We must accept 
there is a pluralism in the Christ- 
ian work! and that is why we must 
dialogue." 

The World Council of Chur- 
ches, which meets every seven, 
years, represents 316 churches 
but not Roman Catholics. The 


seventh assembly will ran until 
Feb. 20. 

Meanwhile, a president of the 
World Council of Churches 
(WCC) accused members of sex- 
ism Monday and said a current 
assembly of the council in Can- 
berra should examine its attitudes ■ 
to women. 

“Yon wiS notice the number of 
women delegates at this assembly 
will still not reach the 40 per cent 
quota we set in Vancouver 
(Canada, at the last assembly)," 
Reverend Lois Wilson of the 
United Chnrch of Canada told a 
news c o nference. 

“It is mainly because the mem- 
ber churches continue to send 
male delegates," she said. 

Wislon said women did two- 
thirds of the world’s work and 
received a 10th of the wages of 
men. 

“Now that says to me a structu- 
ral injustice which has to be 
addressed by die Christian Com- 
munity," she said. 

So, I would hope that our 
major emphasis would be on 
those kinds of inequities, as well 
as on participation in this assem- 
bly." 

Chung Hyun-Kyung, a woman 


Presbyterian theologian form 
South Korea, caused heated de- 
bate in the male-dominated 
assembly Friday by saying the 
holy spirit was female. 

“I was very phrased with what 
Dr. Chung did/ said Wilson. “In 
my view what she did was demon- 
strate feminist theology at its best 
and I am not at all surprised there 
.is a lot of co nt r ove rsy about it.” 

Reverend Heinz Held, a mem- 
ber of the Evangelical Church of 
Getnany and moderator of the 
assembly, said he welcomed 
Chung’s interpretation of the 
holy spirit. 

“To many of us the presenta- 
tion of Dr. Chung was unconven- 
tional to say the least, but I rirfnir 
the WCC is the place and feJ-‘ 
lowshi p where all theological 
approaches should enter and 
meet," be told th news confer- 
ence. 

“The holy spirit in Hebrew is 
feminine and we must accept this 
and why should it be tmhr a 
masculine concept." 

Wilson said the council had yet ' 
to d ebate abortion and the 
ontination of women, but that 
she expected the issues to be 
divisive. 



UsaStansfleld, 

Elton John win 

topawards 

LONDON (AP) — lisaStous- , .. 
field, Elton John, Sinead O Con-->- 
nor and Michael Hntchence cap- 
tared the top honours at .the. .- ? 
OTnn»i Brit Awards. Stansfidd 

and John were named best Brit- 

ish female and male pop stars at : 

the awards ceremony in the ‘ 

Dominion Theatre Sun daymg ht-ir 
Hutcfaence, of the Aus tralian ./: •- 
group Inxs and O’Connor, an p. 
Irish singer-songwriter, were Vj; 
named best international male . 
and female stars at the cere^. / 
mony. O’Comior, who has said / 
she did not want the award, tfid^ . 
not attend. The shaven-beaded^ 
singer refused to have the U.S.^-;: 
national anthem played during a vv. 
recent U.S. appearance. In an ,\ 
apparent rebuke Sunday, the- 
Brit Awards showed the aufi-£ £ 
race a video of U.S. singer Whit--. Tj=. 
ney Houston staging The Star -: ; / 
JBangied Banner as “a tribute to 
Sinead.” fires picked up the best ~ - 
international group award. ^ : 
George Michael's Listen With-/ .- 
oat Prejudice was named best/ - 
British album of the year, and . 
Chris Thomas best producer. , ; 
Accepting his award, an emo-i. 
tional Michael dedicated ,thef f. 
album to former record company . . 
executive Ronnie Fisher who s / 
died at the end of last year. - 
McHammer was named best in- ; 
temational newcomer. Best tele- 
vision soundtrack was Twin 
Peaks, and Betty Boo was best 
British newcomer. 

Rio Carnival blends >;■ 
satire with spectacle ? 

RIO DE JANEIRO (R) — Rio 
de Janeiro's spectacular carnival 
parades lived up to their repott^T 
tion for inventive satire Sunda^-;. 
witfa dancers representing .the/: 
Gulf war, the destruction of the 
Amazon rainforest and Brazil’s . 
crippling social problems. As the : 
srm went down in die subtropical 

sky, the first erf the eight samba 
schools to parade massed on the 
m«m avenue outside the Sam- 
badrmnc- The concrete stadium 
is where the samba schools enjoy 
their fleeting moment of gory, a 
one-hour march past the crowds 
and die judges who decide their , 
fate. A deafening hail of fire - 1 
works heralded the arrival of 
Academicos do Grande Rio, the 
first of the 1991 contenders. The 
school's 3,000 dancers chose to 
satirise the theme of war. The 
band carried a huge glittering 
silver dragon spouting twin scud 
missiles from its belly, followed 
by ranks of camouflaged war- 
riors. Thousands of Rio’s resi- 
dents crammed the Sambad- 
rome’s concrete stands to look, 
on as the reality of the Guff war 
and 20 per cent a month inflation 1 
were swept aside in the city’s t 
annual orgy of colour, sound and 
glitter. 

President Lincoln 
still playing 
a key role 

NEW YORK (R) — Was the- tall 
and gangling Abraham Lincoln 
already at death’s door when his 
assassin shot him down in a 
Washington theatre almost 126 
years ago? Some scientists have 
always thought so. And they may j. 
finally gpt the chance to prove it v 
The National Museum of Health' 
and Medicine in Washington has . 
appointed a panel to study the.- 
ethical ai technical feasibility .of - 
examining samples of the late" 
president's hair, bone and blood 
to see if genetic material remains, 
the New York Times reported. 
When John Wilks Booth killed 
Lincoln on April 14, 1865, the 
president was 56 and was a few .. 
months into his second term. / 
Some medical experts believe he -- 
was a sufferer from an inherited 
disease called Marfan syndrome, ' 
which could have taken his fife af ■- 
any time, even if the bullet 
hadn’t. People with Marfan syn- ; 
drome — 40,000 Americans me f 
said to have it today — often 
grow tall and gangly, like Lincoln / 
with unusually long limbs and ; 
fingers like the president. Exer- . 
tion can cause the heart's main 
artery to burst suddenly. The.', 
museum committee will examine 
samples of Lincoln’s hair, bone. = 
and blood from its collection to ' 
see if they still contain the genetic 

2**?“*; DNA. K so. it could . 
roen be cloned to produce suffi- -; 
nem quantitiesof Lincoln’s gene- 
Qc material for research. Sden-^- ' 
tists believe they could use ithe-4 
Lrncoln material — if it is proved// 
he did have Marfan syiK’ lr 
*ome — to check for genetic#, 
Jr®? 8 . others. Dr. Victor. 
McKuack, professor of medical - 
ISS- 05 .Baltimore’s Jbhnr - 
nopkins University/ and an~a-- ; 
?«rton Marfan syndrome, haff/;- 
35“° ti> be chairman of the :'' 
eight-member panel. ' '/?'?*•-• 




